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Compton firefighters want to see equipment and infrastructure improvement in order for them to do 
their jobs more efficiently. Citing unworkable deficiencies in equipment, apparatus, and infrastructure, 
Compton firefighters (Union 2216) and supporters marched and walked with picket signs outside of City 
Hall on Sept. 6, 2022. After several hours of demonstrating, firefighters made their voices heard at the 
weekly Compton City Council meeting. “Compton Firefighters of Local 2216 are resilient. We have endured 
the neglect from the city for years. Now is the time to bring our fire department well above the industry 
standard. The citizens of Compton deserve to have the best for their tax dollars. They should be able to see 
where those tax dollars are being spent when they look at the fire and emergency medical services of the 
city,” said Local 2216 Union President Daniel Salazar. Photo by Jerry Kelly
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Alabama State brings HBCU flavor to the Rose BowlAlabama State brings HBCU flavor to the Rose Bowl

Mighty Hornets: The Alabama State University Mighty Marching Hornets brought the noise to the Rose 
Bowl Stadium in Pasadena, California. The Alabama State University Mighty Marching Hornets, featured in 
Beyonce’s “Homecoming” documentary, were in Southern California performing with their football team 
playing the UCLA Bruins on Sept. 10, 2022. One of a handful of historically colleges and universities to 
ever play on the West Coast, Alabama State University fell in defeat to the Bruins, 45-7. With that said, the 
Alabama State University Mighty Marching Hornets, the first Black college band to lead the Tournament of 
Roses Rose Parade, put on quite a show for the home crowd. Photo by Dennis J. Freeman   
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COMPTON—Compton College is dedicated 
to fulfilling its role as an outstanding educa-
tional resource for the community it serves. 
In other words, a community college. This 

means creating a college culture that attracts, hires, 
and retains faculty and staff who are sensitive to, and 
knowledgeable of, the needs of the student body it 
serves.

Compton College’s faculty and staff mirror the 
population of the Compton Community College Dis-
trict, a direct result of the College’s commitment to 
its Equal Employment Opportunity Plan, which was 
established in 2016 to ensure diversity, equity, inclu-
sion, cultural competency, and equal employment 
opportunity when hiring new employees. 

Work in this area includes partnering with the 
n Dr. Curry, see page 3

The Tree Yoga Cooperative gives The Tree Yoga Cooperative gives 
South LA something newSouth LA something new

Attendees at The Tree Yoga Cooperative go through stretching exercises 
at the studio’s grand opening on Sept. 10, 2022. Courtesy photo

The Black and Latina owned studio is providing accessible,
 inclusive, and culturally centered yoga classes and 

training to all body types, abilities and ages.

SOUTH LOS ANGE-
LES—It’s a new day 
in South Los Angeles. 
Getting physically and 

mentally fit is now the calling 
card for residents thanks to a 
new yoga and wellness stu-
dio being placed firmly in the 
midst of the South Los Ange-
les community. 

On Sept. 10, in front of lu-
minaries, family and friends, 
The Tree Yoga Cooperative 
held a grand opening to cel-
ebrate a new way of life. The 
Tree Yoga Cooperative brings 
more than eight years of ex-
perience providing quality, 
accessible, beginner friendly, 
trauma informed yoga ser-
vices to the South LA commu-
nity and advanced yoga train-
ing programs. 

Each of the new studio 
owners experienced how yoga 
was not broadly accessible to 
them and their community 
and did not see people that 
looked like them practic-
ing yoga - bigger body types, 
Black, Spanish speaking, or 
that it was even available or 
affordable.

In opening a studio in the 
heart of South LA, The Tree 
Yoga Cooperative is focused 
on addressing many of the 
mental and physical health 
challenges many communities 
are facing, and are reimagin-
ing the ways we connect, heal, 
build, and celebrate ourselves 
individually and collectively.

“With 1 in 5 of us strug-
gling with mental health and 

n Tree Yoga, see page 5
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By Sunita Sohrabji 

(ETHNIC MEDIA 
SERVICES)—As the U.S. 
faces predicted surges this 
fall of Covid-19 infec-
tions, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion recently announced 
its approval of both the 
Pfizer and Moderna up-
dated boosters.

Designed to combat 
more infectious and le-
thal subvariants of the 
Omicron variant, the up-
dated boosters contain a 
combination of the orig-
inal formulation and an 
additional formulating 
targeting the BA.5 subva-
riant, now the dominant 
version of the virus.

Public health experts 
predict that the updated 
boosters will also pro-
tect against the emerging 
BA.4 and BA.2.75 sub-
variants, which have been detected in 
other countries and are gaining ground 
in the US.

Speaking at a Sept. 7 news briefing 
jointly organized by Ethnic Media Ser-
vices, California Black Media, 
and the California Depart-
ment of Public Health, four 
doctors who have been on the 
frontlines of the pandemic 
hailed the new updated boost-
ers.

Speakers included: Dr. Gil 
Chávez, Deputy Director in 
the Center for Infectious Diseases at 
the California Department of Public 
Health; Dr. Maggie Park, County Pub-
lic Health Officer, San Joaquin Coun-
ty Public Health Services; Dr. Oliver 
Brooks, Chief Medical Officer, Watts 
Healthcare; and Dr. Eva Smith, Medical 
Director, K’ima:w Medical Center in 
rural Hoopa, California.

California has already received 
600,000 doses of the new updated 
booster. Anyone over the age of 12, who 
has completed the primary two-dose 
regimen is eligible to receive an updat-
ed booster. Those who have received a 
booster two months prior are also el-
igible to get the new updated booster. 
Shots will not be prioritized, as there is 
adequate supply for all who want them.

“The updated boosters are pulling 
double duty by increasing immunity 
against the original coronavirus strains 
while also protecting against the newer 
Omicron variants,” said Chavez.

“These vaccines have literally saved 

millions of lives, helped protect us 
against the worst outcomes of the vi-
rus, and frankly, helped us move on as a 
community and as a state,” he said.

“I have personally been the bene-
ficiary of the Covid vaccine,” Chavez 

added, noting that despite being vacci-
nated and boosted, he nonetheless had 
an encounter with Covid.

“Thanks to the vaccine, I was able to 
have a mild illness and recover quick-
ly without any long-lasting effects. My 
children, my grandchildren, all are 
vaccinated and boosted. They all have 
had mild cases of COVID. We are very 
grateful to this vaccine for really allow-
ing us to continue to be a family and 
stay healthy,” said Chavez.

The doctor also noted that those 
who have had Covid should still get an 
updated booster, as the degree of pro-
tection from an infection wanes rapidly 
over time.

Park countered the myth of the 
pandemic “being over.”

“This virus is not going away just 
because we want it to. It is evolving. 
It is actually becoming more highly 
transmissible and getting smarter about 
evading our immunity, whether that’s 
natural immunity from prior infection 

or immunity from vaccination. So we 
have to try to stay a step ahead of it,” 
she said.

More than 72 percent of California’s 
population has received the primary 
series of vaccinations. But less than 59 
percent have been boosted. Park noted 
that in San Joaquin County, less than 49 
percent of those who are eligible have 
received a booster.

Park also countered another myth. 
“We’re still hearing that shots don’t 
work. People saying, ‘My friend is fully 
vaccinated and boosted, but she still got 
Covid.’”

“And to that I say ‘yes, but is she 
still alive?’ And yes, of course she is. We 
never promised that the vaccinations 
would mean 
you wouldn’t 
get Covid. We 
just said that it 
would reduce 
the severity of 
your disease and your chances for re-
quiring hospitalization,” she said.

Brooks addressed vaccine hesi-
tancy with what he called a “three Cs” 
approach: vaccine confidence, vaccine 
complacency, and vaccine convenience. 
His patients have expressed their hesi-
tancy, saying: “It came out too soon, too 
fast. Don’t trust the government, don’t 
trust the pharmaceutical agencies, don’t 
trust public health care.”

But the doctor noted that the 
mRNA technology on which the vac-
cine is based was developed 11 years 
ago and has been used to treat illnesses 
prior to Covid.

He addressed conve-
nience, noting that boost-
er shots are available at 
pharmacies without an 
appointment, and are 
free, even for those who 
lack health insurance. 
Vaccine complacency, 
said Brooks, has become 
the prevailing factor: peo-
ple see those who are vac-
cinated and boosted but 
still getting symptomatic 
Covid.

The doctor said he 
was especially concerned 
about long Covid: people 
who are unvaccinated are 
more likely to have symp-
toms even six months af-
ter an initial infection.

“We have a vaccine 
that is a biotechnological 
miracle. There’s a mira-
cle in front of you that’s 
averted 16 million deaths 
and it’s safe,” said Brooks.

Smith, who runs a 
clinic on the Hoopa Valley Reservation 
in Humboldt County, noted that when 
the vaccine first became available, she 
was surprised to see elders lining up to 
get it.

“They wanted it. They didn’t want 
to die. They were watching on TV what 
had happened in other native com-
munities with really horrible, horrible 
death rates,” she said.

Younger and middle-aged people 
were more resistant to getting vacci-
nated. So, despite the enthusiasm of 
elders, the Hoopa community has gone 
through several Covid spikes.

“We are a small tribal clinic trying 
to deal with a lot of acute and chron-

ic disease 
issues. But 
we’re deal-
ing with 
complacen-
cy. We’re 
d e a l i n g 

with people being tired, tired of having 
a shot, tired, honestly, of the inconve-
nience of ‘I’m going to be sore for a cou-
ple of days.’”

“I’m regularly saying I’d rather 
have mild flu-like symptoms for a day 
or two then to be sick. I want to live,” 
said Smith, noting that she has extend-
ed family on both coasts and wants to 
be able to take care of her children and 
grandchildren.

“And so I’m going to do whatever it 
takes, whether it’s getting a flu vaccine 
or getting a couple of different Covid 
vaccines,” she said.
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Photo courtesy of Centers for Disease Controol and Prevention via Unsplash

California has already received 
600,000 doses of the new 

updated booster. Anyone over 
the age of 12, who has completed 
the primary two-dose regimen is 

eligible to receive an updated booster.

People who are unvaccinated are more 
likely to have symptoms even six
 months after an initial infection.
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University of Southern Cali-
fornia Race and Equity Center 
to review our hiring process 
and procedures, which start-
ed in the 2019-2020 academic 
year. Creating a new “Director 
of Diversity, Compliance and 
Title IX” position has also con-
tributed to our success in im-
proving our hiring practices.

A few years into the Equal 
Employment Opportunity 
Plan, we are already seeing 
significant changes. Creating 
diversity among the college’s 
faculty and staff takes continu-
ous and intentional work, and 
remains incredibly beneficial 
to employees, students, and the 
community as a whole. 

Research suggests that stu-
dents who have instructors and 
advocates they can identify 
with can benefit because they 
are learning alongside success-

ful role models and mentors.
As president of Compton 

College, I am providing the 
following information and of-
ficial data regarding the gender 
and ethnicity of District em-
ployees, and the communities 
served by the Compton Com-
munity College District.

 
Compton College 

Employees
Gender

• New hires in 2021 have 
been equal numbers of males 
and females.

• Overall, 50% of the 
Compton College workforce 
was female in 2021.

• Nearly 70% of Compton 
College students in 2021 were 
female.

• According to the 2020 
U.S. Census, the population 
breakdown in the service area 

of the Compton Communi-
ty College District is largely 
equal between male/female: 
Compton 49%/51%; Lyn-
wood 49%/51%; Paramount 
50%/50%.

• Statewide, the majori-
ty of California residents in 
2020 were 50.3% female versus 
49.7% male.

• For Los Angeles County, 
the statistics are 50.7% female, 
49% male.

 
Ethnicity

• Among Compton Com-
munity College District and 
Compton College employees, 
the majority of the 23 new 
hires for 2021 were African 
American and Latinx.

• The 2021 Compton Col-
lege student population was 
22% Black, while the majority 
of students, 63%, were Latinx.

• The District’s service area 
population of an estimated 
307,229 residents is also pre-
dominately Latinx (78%); 16% 
were recorded as Black or Afri-
can American according to the 
American Community Survey, 
2020.

• Statewide demographics 
show 39.4% of California res-
idents are Latinx, and 6.5% are 
African American.

• For Los Angeles County, 
the statistics are 48.6% Latinx, 
9% Black.

Compton College spon-
sors an on-campus job fair 
each year, featuring career 
development opportunities 
such as free workshops in re-
sume writing and interview 
skills. All employment oppor-
tunities are announced on the 
Compton Community College 
District Human Resources 

webpage: www.compton.edu/
district/administration/hu-
manresources.

Faculty and staff diversity 
is a high priority for the Comp-
ton Community College Dis-
trict Board of Trustees, which 
remains committed to creating 
a welcoming and inclusive en-
vironment for everyone. 

Compton College employ-
ees work together to build a 
campus community that fo-
cuses on student completion, 
success, and learning through 
an environment that empha-
sizes respect, integrity, diver-
sity, and excellence. This team 
approach is vital to teaching 
and learning at Compton Col-
lege, where Every Student is a 
Success Story!

2022 Compton CCD em-
ployee data will be available in 
February 2023.

DR. CURRY
Continued from page 1

Library is transformed into apartments for unhoused young adults
SOUTH WHIT-

TIER—Los Angeles 
County Supervisor 
Janice Hahn joined 
Linc Housing, Jo-
venes, and County 
officials for a ribbon 
cutting for The Nook, 
a new supportive 
housing development 
with 26 apartments for 
young adults ages 18-
24 who have struggled 
with homelessness. 

The project is lo-
cated on the site of 
the County’s formerly 
vacant South Whittier 
Library at 14433 Leff-
ingwell Road. Hahn 
held the celebratory 
ribbon-cutting event 
on Aug. 31. 

 “When I came 
into office, I set out to 
find pieces of vacant 
County property that 
we could transform 
into housing,” said 
Hahn. “This site used to be the South 
Whittier Library but stood vacant 
after we opened the beautiful new li-
brary nearby on Colima Road.  Now, 
with the help of Linc Housing and Jo-
venes, the County has taken this site 
and turned it into 26 apartments for 
young people who really need them.”

In 2020, there were 4,600 young 
adults who were homeless in Los An-
geles County. The Nook is one of the 
few supportive housing communities 
in Los Angeles County specifically for 
this population.

The new community has 26 
one-bedroom homes and one two-bed-

room manager’s unit. The modern 
building design blends well into the 
community. The complex features a 

computer lab, community room, patio, 
second floor roof deck, a dog run for 
residents’ pets, a community kitchen, 

and easy access to the 
new library.

“Hom e l e s s n e s s 
is devastating for a 
young person and 
too often prevents 
them from pursu-
ing an education or 
working to build the 
future they want and 
deserve,” Hahn re-
marked.  

She continued, 
“Every young person 
who moves into these 
apartments isn’t just 
getting a roof over 
their head, they are 
getting a support sys-
tem, access to mental 
healthcare, and a 
community of peers 
that understands 
what they have gone 
through. 

Everyone who 
moves in here will 
be able to finally take 
a breath, focus less 

on where they will find to sleep to-
night, and more on what they need 
to do to build the future they want 
for themselves.”

So far, over half of the 26 units 
are already filled. Residents at The 
Nook receive personalized case 
management from Jovenes. Jovenes 
is also providing referrals and sup-
port for issues related to mental and 
physical health as well as substance 
abuse and legal needs. 

The services aim to help them find 
jobs, further their education, manage 

their finances, develop personal rela-
tionships, and boost their self-esteem.

Supervisor Janice Hahn explores kitchen in one of The Nook’s 26 apartments. Credit: Al Seib
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ACROSS
1. Relating to Vatican’s Francis
6. Denouement
9. HVAC tunnel
13. Lesser Antilles destination
14. Big Island necklace
15. Truth without proof
16. Luciano Pavarotti, e.g.
17. Distressing acronym
18. Acrylic fiber
19. *Outing in a wagon
21. *Overnighting outdoors
23. “____ Te Ching”
24. RC or Jolt
25. Tax pro
28. Lowest brass instrument
30. *Alfresco meal
35. Kaa’s warning
37. This and that
39. Extended family member
40. “The Sun is ____ a Star”
41. Namely (2 words)
43. “The Parent Trap” child
44. Renter’s paper
46. H. H. Munro’s pseudonym
47. Snaky swimmers
48. Geisha’s garb
50. Kids’ construction block
52. Caustic chemical

53. Display displeasure
55. Blunder
57. *S’more cooker
61. *U-Pick destination
65. Yahoo! message
66. Hyperactivity acronym
68. Relating to hilum
69. To the point
70. Make a pigeon sound
71. Silly
72. Ancient eternal life symbol
73. H in British HMS
74. Socially inept

DOWN
1. *Promenading route
2. Atlas stat
3. Small and weak
4. Cut short
5. Cowboy’s catcher
6. Additional
7. Opposite of paleo
8. “Xanadu” music genre
9. Village, mostly in South Africa
10. Tangerine plus grapefruit
11. Colloquial “Follow me!”
12. NASA’s orange drink
15. Master’s area
20. Meryl Streep/Philip Seymour 

Hoffman 2008 movie
22. *Climbing peak
24. Fashion week stage
25. *Sidewalk artist’s medium
26. Mushroom caps
27. Indian black tea
29. Unwelcome reception, pl.
31. Give a quote
32. Handrail post
33. In an unfriendly manner
34. Incense without prefix
36. Comme ci, comme Áa
38. *Nature walk
42. Detroit mascot
45. Store as fodder
49. Not their
51. Lady Slipper, e.g.
54. “Lifestyles of the Rich and 
Famous” host
56. Horny ungulate, for short
57. Between Phi and Kappa
58. Bad luck predictor
59. Police informer
60. *Angling reward
61. O in b.o.
62. Having wings
63. Military status
64. Squirrel’s nest
67. Rudolph’s Clarice, e.g.

SODOKU SOLUTION

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

OAK PARK, Ill. 
(AP)—Keyon 
Robinson was 
just a month 

away from graduating 
from high school when 
he took a loaded gun, 
placed it in his backpack 
and headed to campus.

He’d fought with a 
relative that morning. 
He was angry, and scared 
someone would come af-
ter him. 

The firearm, a Glock-
style ghost gun with no 
serial number that he’d 
bought via social media, 

was his security blanket.
“I felt like I just need-

ed it for safety because 
of the stuff I got myself 
into,” said Robinson, now 
19.

He insists he never 
intended to hurt anyone 
at his school in Oak Park, 
a suburb that borders 
Chicago’s West Side. “Re-
alistically, I didn’t need a 
gun at all.”

And he never fired it. 
On May 3—three weeks 
before a gunman massa-
cred 19 children and two 
teachers in Uvalde, Tex-

as—police arrested Rob-
inson near the school’s 
main entrance as he re-
turned from lunch. He 
told the officers, who were 
acting on a tip, that he 
hadn’t even taken the gun 
out of his backpack until 
they asked him to do so.

Still, in an instant, that 
one decision changed the 
trajectory of his young 
life. It also shook the en-
tire school community, 
prompting intense dis-
cussions about how its 
young people might be 
protected.

Most gun incidents 
in and around campuses 
are more like Oak Park 
than Uvalde. They’re not 
planned large-scale shoot-
ings, or active-shooter 
situations. More often, 
they’re smaller alterca-
tions that escalate when 
someone has a gun at or 

near a school, a game or 
other event, according to 
the K-12 School Shoot-
ing Database, which 
tracks incidents from the 
last five decades.

All these cases expose 
a hard truth: Keeping 
students from bringing 
guns to school is difficult.

Security staff and 
metal detectors miss 
things, experts say. Doors 
that are supposed to be 
locked get propped open. 
Items can be hidden even 
when schools require 
clear backpacks.

This fall, leaders 
at Oak Park and River 
Forest High, Robinson’s 
school, began training 
more staff, adding se-
curity to the day shift, 
and moving more ex-
perienced team mem-
bers to hot spots such as 
cafeterias, where fights 
are known to break out 

during lunch. Posters on 
the massive campus en-
courage students to be 
the school’s eyes and ears: 
“If You See Something, 
Say Something.”

The school, known as 
OPRF, is trying to walk 
a fine line—to keep stu-
dents and staff safe with-
out making them feel un-
welcome or anxious. In 
2020, the School Board 
voted 6-1 to end the 
school resource officer 
program amid national 
protests over police bru-
tality. Cries for reform es-
calated that summer after 
a white Minneapolis po-
lice officer killed George 
Floyd, a Black man, as 
other officers stood by.

Now some officials 
are rethinking the de-
cision to cut ties with 
police. But they’re also 
holding fast to a widely 
held belief among edu-

cators—that connecting 
with students is the best 
way to build trust, iden-
tify threats and prevent 
tragedies.

By his own account, 
and according to school 
records provided by his 
attorney, Robinson was a 
student who bonded with 
teachers at OPRF, includ-
ing support staff. One 
staffer noted his “unbe-
lievable social skills” 
and respectfulness. He 
owned his mistakes, staff 
said, but he also strug-
gled with depression, 
drug use and occasional 
impulsivity. Schoolwork 
was a challenge.

After his arrest, Rob-
inson said he was ex-
pelled. But the district 
offered him the chance 
to complete his studies, 
away from his classmates 
and campus, where he 
can no longer set foot. 

School gun case sparks debate over safety and second chances

NEWS
4 COMPTON BULLETIN | WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2022



NEWS
COMPTON BULLETIN | WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2022 5

one-third of all deaths coming from prevent-
able chronic health conditions, it is important 
practices like yoga and mindfulness become 
normalized to support individuals’ stress resil-
ience, feelings of connection, easing depression, 
anxiety, and physical disease,” says Jennifer Al-
varez, one of the co-founders of The Tree Yoga 
Cooperative.

“Being the oldest daughter of a Mexican im-
migrant family, living in South Los Angeles for 
over 40 years and experiencing the failure of well-
ness resources in our community. Most of these 
‘medicines’ are not readily available, accessible or 
prominent in our community,” said The Tree Yoga 

Cooperative Rita Ortiz-Contreras co-founder said. 
“Today I am super proud that our effort in 

the last two years with my partners has brought 
us here with you in this neighborhood in this 
beautiful place that we all deserve,” Ortiz-Con-
treras added. “United, Black people and Latinos, 
we can overcome all the obstacles that try to sep-
arate us and succeed for the well-being of all.” 

In attendance for the ribbon-cutting cer-
emony included the multiple studio owners 
and special guest speakers such as Los Angeles 
City Councilman Curren Price of District 9 and 
community partners. Classes, studio tours, and 
festivities were also held during the daylong 

TREE YOGA
Continued from page 1

Los Angeles City Councilman Curren Price (center) attends the grand 
opening for The Tree Yoga Cooperative on Sept. 10, 2022.  Courtesy photo

LA County homeless count reflects an increase of unsheltered Angelenos
LOS ANGELES—The 

Los Angeles Home-
less Services Authority 
(LAHSA) released the 

results of the 2022 Homeless 
Count, which suggest that 
homelessness may be rising 
more slowly than in previous 
years.  

The results of the point-
in-time count, conducted 
over three nights in February, 
estimated that 69,144 people 
were experiencing homeless-
ness in LA County at that time, 
a 4.1% rise from 2020, and 
41,980 people were experienc-
ing homelessness in the City 
of LA, up 1.7% from 2020. (A 
count was not conducted in 
2021 due to the COVID pan-
demic.)     

This year’s Homeless Count 
results offer a stark contrast to 
the results of the Homeless 
Counts between 2018 and 
2020, where LA County saw 
a 25.9% increase and the City 
of LA experienced a 32% in-
crease.  

Over the past five years, 
LAHSA and its partners have 
made 84,000 permanent hous-
ing placements–enough to fill 
Dodger Stadium one and a 
half times. Last year alone, the 

rehousing system made 21,213 
placements.  

“While it is too soon to 
know what this year’s count re-
sults will mean long-term, the 
numbers are suggesting there 
is a flattening of the curve that 
is driven by the necessary and 
effective economic programs 
that helped keep people in 
their homes throughout the 
pandemic,” said Kristina Dix-
on, Acting Co-Executive Di-
rector at LAHSA.  

Policies and Investments 
Limited the Growth of 
Homelessness  

During the pandemic, one-
time federal assistance and lo-
cal economic policies like evic-
tion moratoriums and rentals 
assistance helped keep people 
in their homes. 

Many of those policies and 
funding sources are now end-
ing, providing fewer resources 
for the rehousing system to 
help those who fall into home-
lessness. 

“If there’s one thing you 
take away from these results, 
I want you to see how poli-
cy and investments matter. 
Tenant protections and rent-
al assistance helped people 

stay in their homes and out 
of homelessness,” said Molly 
Rysman, Acting Co-Executive 
Director of LAHSA. “But now 
our community is in a precar-
ious position. If these policies 
end, it is entirely possible that 
future homeless counts could 
show significant increases. We 
need those critical policies to 
continue.”  

Thanks to a 62% Increase 
in Shelter Beds Since 
2019, More People are in 
Shelter Than Ever Before 

Across LA County, more 
people are in shelter than ever 
before. 

Shelter is a necessary and 
vital part of our system because 
bringing people inside protects 
them from the destructive ef-
fects on their health and safety 
that comes from experiencing 
unsheltered homelessness.  

With help from the feder-
al government and the State 
of California through inno-
vative non-congregate shelter 
programs like Project Room-
key and Project Homekey, LA 
County saw a 12% increase 
in its sheltered population 
(20,596 people) over 2020, 
while LA City’s sheltered pop-

ulation grew by 8.7% (13,522 
people). The City of LA also 
saw a 1.4% drop in the number 
of people experiencing unshel-
tered homelessness. 

“These numbers reinforce 
truths that everyone who 
works tirelessly on this knows 
in their hearts and minds: 
visible and lasting progress 
can only come through in-
vestments in long-term, af-
fordable, and quality housing 
solutions,” said Mayor Eric 
Garcetti. 

“It is encouraging to learn 
that our efforts to confront 
this crisis have not been in 
vain, and I know that if we 
keep doubling down on the 
historic investments we’ve 
made, working together and 
continue to treat every person 
living on our streets with com-
passion and humanity we will 
become a more resilient, fair, 
and just city.”  

However, the shelter sys-

tem was still experiencing de-
compression back in February 
to ensure social distancing, 
limiting the number of people 
it could bring inside.  

“These numbers show us 
how nuanced the homeless-
ness crisis is and the gains that 
can be made from testing new 
programs in the face of un-
precedented circumstances. 

The county was able to 
act swiftly on activating ad-
ditional sites and beds during 
COVID-19. 

We housed almost 8,000 
older adults and people most 
at risk of infection and po-
tential death through Project 
RoomKey and Project Home-
Key. 

This was possible by part-
nering with the state to pro-
vide funding to hotel and 
motel owners and our coun-
ty teams,” said Los Angeles 
County Board of Supervisors 
Chair, Holly J. Mitchell.  
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‘A PLACE FOR EVERYONE’‘A PLACE FOR EVERYONE’
“As Barack said, if the two of us can end up on the 

walls of the most famous address in the world, then, 
again, it is so important for every young kid who is 
doubting themselves to believe that they can, too.”

On September 7, former President Barack Obama 
and First Lady Michelle Obama visited the White 
House for the unveiling of their official White House 
portraits. The two extraordinary paintings, by Robert 
McCurdy and Sharon Sprung, have now taken their 
place in the historic gallery of former Presidents and 
First Ladies displayed on the White House walls. 

The traditional portrait installation 
ceremony was ignored and delayed during 
the last administration, but this week, with 
President Biden, First Lady Biden, Vice 
President Harris, and Second Gentleman 
Emhoff all in attendance, once again the 
Obamas made spectacular and moving 
history.

Both President Obama and First Lady Obama ac-
knowledged the meaning of the moment as they spoke, 
and Mrs. Obama expressed the special hope that these 
portraits will help set a new standard of representation 
for our nation’s children. 

She said: “A girl like me, she was never supposed 
to be up there next to Jacqueline Kennedy and Dolley 
Madison. She was never supposed to live in this house, 
and she definitely wasn’t supposed to serve as First 
Lady. But I’ve always wondered: Where does that ‘sup-
posed to’ come from? Who determines it? 

And too often in this country, people feel like they 
have to look a certain way or act a certain way to fit in, 
that they have to make a lot of money or come from a 
certain group or class or faith in order to matter. 
But what we’re looking at today—a portrait of 
a biracial kid with an unusual name and the 
daughter of a water pump operator and a 
stay-at-home mom—what we are seeing 
is a reminder that there’s a place for 
everyone in this country.”

Mrs. Obama added: “That is what 
this country is about.  It’s not about 
blood or pedigree or wealth.  It’s a 
place where everyone should have a 
fair shot, whether you’re a kid taking 
two buses and a train just to get to 
school; or a single mother who is 
working two jobs to put some food 
on the table; or an immigrant just 
arriving, getting your first apart-
ment, forging a future for yourself 
in a place you dreamed of. That’s 
why, for me, this day isn’t about 
me or Barack. It’s not even about 
these beautiful paintings. It’s about 
telling that fuller story—a story that 
includes every single American in 
every single corner of this country 
so that our kids and grandkids can 
see something more for themselves.”

Telling that fuller story has 
always been necessary to make the 
American dream real for everyone. The 
Obamas remain a beautiful, transfor-
mative example of what American 
leadership and American leaders can 
look like. Now these new portraits 
will serve as a reminder to genera-
tions of visitors to the White House, 

our Presidency’s seat of power, that we are a nation 
with a place for everyone.

For many people Mrs. Obama’s remarks about their 
White House portraits brought to mind the sim-
ilar impact of the Obamas’ earlier portraits for 
the Smithsonian’s National Portrait Gallery 
collection, especially the much-publicized 
photograph of two-year-old Parker Curry, 
a beautiful Black girl, craning her neck and 
staring at Amy Sherald’s life-size portrait of 
Mrs. Obama in awe. 

United States President Barack Obama, First Lady Michelle Obama, and daughters Sasha and Malia, tour the Christ the Redeem-
er statue surrounded by mist in Rio de Janeiro in Brazil on 20 March 2011. (Official White House Photo by Pete Souza).

By Marian Wright Edelman | Children’s Defense Fund, Founder and President Emerita 
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College football expands the postseason to 12 teams

Photo by Melinda Meijer 

IRVING, Texas—The 
Board of Managers, a group 
of university presidents and 
chancellors that oversees 
the College Football Playoff 
(CFP), today voted to expand 
the current four-team play-
off into a 12-team playoff. 
The unanimous decision was 
reached during a video con-
ference.

The new format, consis-
tent with a proposal the board 
reviewed in the fall and winter 
of 2021-22, will begin in the 
2026 college football regular 
season. The board has tasked 
the College Football Playoff 
Management Committee (the 
10 conference commissioners 
and the Director of Athlet-
ics at the University of Notre 
Dame, who run the playoff) 
with assessing the possibility 
of beginning the expanded 
playoff in either the 2024 or 
2025 regular season.

“This is an historic and 
exciting day for college foot-
ball,” said Mark Keenum, the 
President of Mississippi State 
and the chairman of the CFP 
Board of Managers. “More 
teams, more participation and 
more excitement are good 
for our fans, alumni, and stu-
dent-athletes. I’m grateful to 
my colleagues on the board 
for their thoughtful approach 
to this issue and for their re-
solve to get expansion across 
the goal line and for the exten-
sive work of the Management 
Committee that made this de-
cision possible.”

The Management Com-
mittee will implement the 
board’s decision, including 
determining such matters as 
the dates for games, broadcast 
entities, revenue allocations, 
sites of the 11 games, and the 
term of the agreement.

The board approved the 
following:

1. The 12 teams will be 
the six conference champions 
ranked highest by the selec-
tion committee (no minimum 
ranking requirement), plus 
the six highest-ranked teams 
not included among the six 
highest-ranked conference 
champions.

2.
The ranking of the 

teams will continue to be 
done by a selection commit-
tee whose size, composition, 
and method of selection will 
remain substantially un-

changed. The Management 
Committee will modify the 
selection protocol as required 
by the change to the playoff 
structure.

3. 
The four highest-ranked 

conference champions will be 
seeded one through four and 
each will receive a first-round 
bye.

4.
The other eight teams will 

play in the first round with the 
higher seeds hosting the lower 
seeds either on campus or at 
other sites designated by the 
higher-seeded institution (No. 
12 at No. 5, No. 11 at No. 6, No. 
10 at No. 7 and No. 9 at No. 8.)

5. 
The model allows for first-

round games to be played on 

either the second or third 
weekend in December in a 
way that best accommodates 
the format and the partici-
pating teams, with at least 12 
days between the conference 
championship games and the 
first-round games. The Man-
agement Committee would 
make the final determination 
of the calendar.

6. 

Subject to reaching agree-
ment with bowls, the four quar-
terfinal games and two Play-
off Semifinal games would be 
played in bowls on a rotating 
basis.

7. 
The national championship 

game will continue to be played 
at a neutral site.

8. 
Subject to reaching agree-

ment with bowls, the four 
highest-ranked conference 
champions will be assigned to 
quarterfinals bowls on selection 
day in ranking order, and in 
consideration of current con-
tract bowl relationships if those 
bowls are selected for the rota-
tion. For example, if the Pac-12 
champion were ranked #1, the 
Big Ten champion were ranked 
#3, and the Rose Bowl were 
a quarterfinal site, the Pac-12 
champion would be assigned to 
the Rose Bowl and the Big Ten 
champion would be assigned 
elsewhere.

9. 
With the four high-

est-ranked champions assigned 
to quarterfinal games in bowls, 
the opponent from first-round 
game winners will be assigned 
by the selection committee 
based on the bracket.

Lakers announce regular season schedule 
Team to retire Pau Gasol’s No. 16 jersey on March 7

EL SEGUNDO – The Los An-
geles Lakers have announced their 
2022-23 regular season schedule. 
The Lakers open the season on 
the road against the Golden State 
Warriors on Tuesday, Oct. 18, be-
fore hosting the LA Clippers in the 
team’s home opener on Thursday, 
Oct. 20, inside Crypto.com Arena.

This season, 24 of the Lakers’ 41 
home games will be played on Fri-
day, Saturday or Sunday, including 
five Sunday matinee matchups tip-
ping off at 12:30 p.m.

Los Angeles will be featured on 
national television 39 times, with 
five games on ABC, 11 games on 
ESPN, 11 games on TNT and 12 
games on NBA TV.

The Lakers will play on Christ-
mas Day for the 24th consecutive 
season when they travel to Dallas 
to take on the Mavericks. Los An-
geles will also be featured on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day at home against 
the Houston Rockets on Monday, 
Jan. 16. Photo by Mark Hammond



NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF 
FLORA R. JONES

Case No. 22STPB05091

To all heirs, beneficiaries, 
creditors, contingent credi-
tors, and persons who may 
otherwise be interested in the 
will or estate, or both, of FLO-
RA R. JONES.

A PETITION FOR PROBATE 
has been filed by DINA GAYE 
BRITTON in the Superior 
Court of California, County of 
Los Angeles.

THE PETITION FOR PRO-
BATE requests that DINA 
GAYE BRITTON be appoint-
ed as personal representative 
to administer the estate of the 
decedent.

THE PETITION requests au-
thority to administer the es-
tate under the Independent 
Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative 
to take many actions with-
out obtaining court approval. 
Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, 
the personal representative 
will be required to give notice 
to interested persons unless 
they have waived notice or 
consented to the proposed 
action.) The independent ad-
ministration authority will be 
granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to 
the petition and shows good 
cause why the court should 
not grant the authority.A 
HEARING on the petition will 
be held on 11/23/2022 at 8:30 
AM in Department 79 located 
at 111 North Hill Street. Los 
Angeles, CA 90012.IF YOU 
OBJECT to the granting of 
the petition, you should ap-
pear at the hearing and state 
your objections or file written 
objections with the court be-
fore the hearing. Your appear-
ance may be in person or by 
your attorney.IF YOU ARE A 
CREDITOR or a contingent 
creditor of the decedent, you 
must file your claim with the 
court and mail a copy to the 
personal representative ap-
pointed by the court within the 
later of either (1) four months 
from the date of first issuance 
of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in 
section 58(b) of the California 
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days 
from the date of mailing or 
personal delivery to you of a 
notice under section 9052 of 
the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and 
legal authority may affect your 
rights as a creditor. You may 
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in Califor-
nia law.YOU MAY EXAMINE 
the file kept by the court. If you 

are a person interested in the 
estate, you may file with the 
court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the 
filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of 
any petition or account as pro-
vided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special 
Notice form is available from 
the court clerk.

DINA GAYE BRITTON

612 EAST CARSON ST., 
#302

CARSON, CA 90745

(323) 300-0868

SchId:87633 AdId:29188 
CustId:517

------------

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE TS No. CA-22-899678-
JB Order No.: 220093464-CA-
VOI YOU ARE IN DEFAULT 
UNDER A DEED OF TRUST 
DATED 9/29/2020. UNLESS 
YOU TAKE ACTION TO 
PROTECT YOUR PROPER-
TY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A 
PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED 
AN EXPLANATION OF THE 
NATURE OF THE PRO-
CEEDING AGAINST YOU, 
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A 
LAWYER. A public auction 
sale to the highest bidder for 
cash, cashier’s check drawn 
on a state or national bank, 
check drawn by state or fed-
eral credit union, or a check 
drawn by a state or federal 
savings and loan associa-
tion, or savings association, 
or savings bank specified in 
Section 5102 to the Financial 
Code and authorized to do 
business in this state, will be 
held by duly appointed trust-
ee. The sale will be made, 
but without covenant or war-
ranty, expressed or implied, 
regarding title, possession, 
or encumbrances, to pay the 
remaining principal sum of the 
note(s) secured by the Deed 
of Trust, with interest and late 
charges thereon, as provided 
in the note(s), advances, un-
der the terms of the Deed of 
Trust, interest thereon, fees, 
charges and expenses of the 
Trustee for the total amount 
(at the time of the initial pub-
lication of the Notice of Sale) 
reasonably estimated to be 
set forth below. The amount 
may be greater on the day 
of sale. BENEFICIARY MAY 
ELECT TO BID LESS THAN 
THE TOTAL AMOUNT DUE. 
Trustor(s): LEWIS J MEND-
IBLES, A SINGLE MAN Re-
corded: 10/2/2020 as Instru-
ment No. 20201216767 of 
Official Records in the office of 
the Recorder of LOS ANGE-
LES County, California; Date 
of Sale: 9/22/2022 at 9:00 AM 

Place of Sale: At the Double-
tree Hotel Los AngelesNor-
walk, 13111 Sycamore Drive, 
Norwalk, CA 90650, in the 
Vineyard Ballroom Amount 
of unpaid balance and other 
charges: $422,790.28 The 
purported property address 
is: 2519 E 127TH ST, COMP-
TON, CA 90222 Assessor’s 
Parcel No.: 6154-031-024 
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL 
BIDDERS: If you are consid-
ering bidding on this property 
lien, you should understand 
that there are risks involved 
in bidding at a trustee auc-
tion. You will be bidding on a 
lien, not on the property itself. 
Placing the highest bid at a 
trustee auction does not au-
tomatically entitle you to free 
and clear ownership of the 
property. You should also be 
aware that the lien being auc-
tioned off may be a junior lien. 
If you are the highest bidder 
at the auction, you are or may 
be responsible for paying off 
all liens senior to the lien be-
ing auctioned off, before you 
can receive clear title to the 
property. You are encouraged 
to investigate the existence, 
priority, and size of outstand-
ing liens that may exist on this 
property by contacting the 
county recorder’s office or a ti-
tle insurance company, either 
of which may charge you a fee 
for this information. If you con-
sult either of these resources, 
you should be aware that the 
same lender may hold more 
than one mortgage or deed of 
trust on the property. NOTICE 
TO PROPERTY OWNER: 
The sale date shown on this 
notice of sale may be post-
poned one or more times by 
the mortgagee, beneficiary, 
trustee, or a court, pursuant 
to Section 2924g of the Cali-
fornia Civil Code. The law re-
quires that information about 
trustee sale postponements 
be made available to

you and to the public, as a 
courtesy to those not pres-
ent at the sale. If you wish to 
learn whether your sale date 
has been postponed, and, if 
applicable, the rescheduled 
time and date for the sale of 
this property, you may call 
800-280-2832 for information 
regarding the trustee’s sale or 
visit this internet website http://
www.qualityloan.com, using 
the file number assigned to 
this foreclosure by the Trust-
ee: CA-22-899678-JB. Infor-
mation about postponements 
that are very short in duration 
or that occur close in time to 
the scheduled sale may not 
immediately be reflected in 
the telephone information or 
on the internet website. The 
best way to verify postpone-
ment information is to attend 
the scheduled sale. NOTICE 
TO TENANT: You may have 

a right to purchase this prop-
erty after the trustee auction 
pursuant to Section 2924m 
of the California Civil Code. 
If you are an “eligible tenant 
buyer,” you can purchase the 
property if you match the last 
and highest bid placed at the 
trustee auction. If you are an 
“eligible bidder,” you may be 
able to purchase the proper-
ty if you exceed the last and 
highest bid placed at the trust-
ee auction. There are three 
steps to exercising this right of 
purchase. First, 48 hours after 
the date of the trustee sale, 
you can call 800-280-2832, 
or visit this internet website 
http://www.qualityloan.com, 
using the file number as-
signed to this foreclosure by 
the Trustee: CA-22-899678-
JB to find the date on which 
the trustee’s sale was held, 
the amount of the last and 
highest bid, and the address 
of the trustee. Second, you 
must send a written notice of 
intent to place a bid so that 
the trustee receives it no more 
than 15 days after the trust-
ee’s sale. Third, you must 
submit a bid so that the trust-
ee receives it no more than 45 
days after the trustee’s sale. If 
you think you may qualify as 
an “eligible tenant buyer” or 
“eligible bidder,” you should 
consider contacting an attor-
ney or appropriate real estate 
professional immediately for 
advice regarding this potential 
right to purchase. The under-
signed Trustee disclaims any 
liability for any incorrectness 
of the property address or 
other common designation, 
if any, shown herein. If no 
street address or other com-
mon designation is shown, di-
rections to the location of the 
property may be obtained by 
sending a written request to 
the beneficiary within 10 days 
of the date of first publication 
of this Notice of Sale. If the 
sale is set aside for any rea-
son, including if the Trustee 
is unable to convey title, the 
Purchaser at the sale shall be 
entitled only to a return of the 
monies paid to the Trustee. 
This shall be the Purchaser’s 
sole and exclusive remedy. 
The purchaser shall have 
no further recourse against 
the Trustor, the Trustee, the 
Beneficiary, the Beneficiary’s 
Agent, or the Beneficiary’s At-
torney. If you have previous-
ly been discharged through 
bankruptcy, you may have 
been released of personal 
liability for this loan in which 
case this letter is intended 
to exercise the note holders 
right’s against the real prop-
erty only. Date: Quality Loan 
Service Corporation 2763 
Camino Del Rio S San Diego, 
CA 92108 619-645-7711 For 
NON SALE information only 
Sale Line: 800-280-2832 Or 

Login to: http://www.quality-
loan.com Reinstatement Line: 
(866) 645-7711 Ext

5318 Quality Loan Ser-
vice Corp. TS No.: CA-22-
899678-JB IDSPub #0180449 
8/31/2022 9/7/2022 9/14/2022

SchId:87566 AdId:29311 
CustId:608

------------

T.S. No. 20-00554-SMCA Ti-
tle No. 02-20011835 A.P.N. 
4029-026-011 NOTICE OF 
TRUSTEE’S SALE. YOU 
ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER 
A DEED OF TRUST DATED 
06/01/2007. UNLESS YOU 
TAKE ACTION TO PRO-
TECT YOUR PROPERTY, 
IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUB-
LIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN 
EXPLANATION OF THE NA-
TURE OF THE PROCEED-
ING AGAINST YOU, YOU 
SHOULD CONTACT A LAW-
YER. A public auction sale to 
the highest bidder for cash, 
(cashier’s check(s) must be 
made payable to National De-
fault Servicing Corporation), 
drawn on a state or nation-
al bank, a check drawn by a 
state or federal credit union, 
or a check drawn by a state 
or federal savings and loan 
association, savings associa-
tion, or savings bank specified 
in Section 5102 of the Finan-
cial Code and authorized to 
do business in this state; will 
be held by the duly appoint-
ed trustee as shown below, 
of all right, title, and interest 
conveyed to and now held by 
the trustee in the hereinafter 
described property under and 
pursuant to a Deed of Trust 
described below. The sale will 
be made in an “as is” condi-
tion, but without covenant or 
warranty, expressed or im-
plied, regarding title, posses-
sion, or encumbrances, to pay 
the remaining principal sum 
of the note(s) secured by the 
Deed of Trust, with interest 
and late charges thereon, as 
provided in the note(s), ad-
vances, under the terms of 
the Deed of Trust, interest 
thereon, fees, charges and 
expenses of the Trustee for 
the total amount (at the time 
of the initial publication of the 
Notice of Sale) reasonably es-
timated to be set forth below. 
The amount may be greater 
on the day of sale. Trustor: 
Andre Taylor, an unmarried 
man Duly Appointed Trust-
ee: National Default Servic-
ing Corporation Recorded 
06/08/2007 as Instrument No. 
20071391884 (or Book, Page) 
of the Official Records of Los 
Angeles County, CA. Date of 
Sale: 09/22/2022 at 9:00 AM 
Place of Sale: Doubletree 
Hotel Los AngelesNorwalk, 
Vineyard Ballroom, 13111 

LEGAL NOTICES
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Sycamore Drive, Norwalk, 
CA 90650 Estimated amount 
of unpaid balance and other 
charges: $530,423.94 Street 
Address or other common 
designation of real property: 
10937 Ardath Avenue Ingle-
wood, CA 90303-2404 A.P.N.: 
4029-026-011 The under-
signed Trustee disclaims any 
liability for any incorrectness 
of the street address or other 
common designation, if any, 
shown above. If no street 
address or other common 
designation is shown, direc-
tions to the location of the 
property may be obtained by 
sending a written request to 
the beneficiary within 10 days 
of the date of first publication 
of this Notice of Sale. If the 
Trustee is unable to convey 
title for any reason, the suc-
cessful bidder’s sole and ex-
clusive remedy shall be the 
return of monies paid to the 
Trustee, and the successful 
bidder shall have no further 
recourse. The requirements 
of California Civil Code Sec-
tion 2923.5(b)/2923.55(c) 
were fulfilled when the Notice 
of Default was recorded. NO-
TICE TO POTENTIAL BID-
DERS: If you are considering 
bidding on this property lien, 
you should understand that 
there are risks involved in bid-
ding at a trustee auction. You 
will be bidding on a lien, not 
on the property itself. Placing 
the highest bid at a trustee 
auction does not automati-
cally entitle you to free and 
clear ownership of the proper-
ty. You should also be aware 
that the lien being auctioned 
off may be a junior lien. If you 
are the highest bidder at the 
auction, you are or may be 
responsible for paying off all 
liens senior to the lien being 
auctioned off, before you can 
receive clear title to the prop-
erty. You are encouraged to 
investigate the existence, pri-
ority, and size of outstanding 
liens that may exist on this 
property by contacting the 
county recorder’s office or a ti-
tle insurance company, either 
of which may charge you a fee 
for this information. If you con-
sult either of these resources, 
you should be aware that the 
same lender may hold more 
than one mortgage or deed of 
trust on the property. NOTICE 
TO PROPERTY OWNER: 
The sale date shown on this 
notice of sale may be post-
poned one or more times by 
the mortgagee, beneficiary, 
trustee, or a court, pursuant 
to Section 2924g of the Cali-
fornia Civil Code. The law re-
quires that information about 
trustee sale postponements 
be made available to you 
and to the public, as a cour-
tesy to those not present at 
the sale. If you wish to learn 
whether your sale date has 

been postponed, and, if ap-
plicable, the rescheduled time 
and date for the sale of this 
property, you may call or vis-
it this Internet Web site www.
ndscorp.com/sales, using the 
file number assigned to this 
case 20-00554-SMCA. Infor-
mation about postponements 
that are very short in duration 
or that occur close in time to 
the scheduled sale may not 
immediately be reflected in 
the telephone information or 
on the Internet Web site. The 
best way to verify postpone-
ment information is to attend 
the scheduled sale. NOTICE 
TO TENANT*: You may have 
a right to purchase this prop-
erty after the trustee auction 
pursuant to Section 2924m 
of the California Civil Code. 
If you are an “eligible tenant 
buyer,” you can purchase the 
property if you match the last 
and highest bid placed at the 
trustee auction. If you are an 
“eligible bidder,” you may be 
able to purchase the proper-
ty if you exceed the last and 
highest bid placed at the trust-
ee auction. There are three 
steps to exercising this right of 
purchase. First, 48 hours after 
the date of the trustee sale, 
you can call 888-264-4010, 
or visit this internet website 
www.ndscorp.com, using the 
file number assigned to this 
case 20-00554-SMCA to find 
the date on which the trustee’s 
sale was held, the amount of 
the last and highest bid, and 
the address of the trustee. 
Second, you must send a writ-
ten notice of intent to place 
a bid so that the trustee re-
ceives it no more than 15 days 
after the trustee’s sale. Third, 
you must submit a bid so that 
the trustee receives it no more 
than 45 days after the trust-
ee’s sale. If you think you may 
qualify as an “eligible tenant 
buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you 
should consider contacting an 
attorney or appropriate real 
estate professional immedi-
ately for advice regarding this 
potential right to purchase. 
*Pursuant to Section 2924m 
of the California Civil Code, 
the potential rights described 
herein shall apply only to 
public auctions taking place 
on or after January 1, 2021, 
through December 31, 2025, 
unless later extended. Date: 
08/24/2022 National Default 
Servicing Corporation c/o Tif-
fany & Bosco, P.A., its agent, 
1455 Frazee Road, Suite 820 
San Diego, CA 92108 Toll 
Free Phone: 888-264-4010 
Sales Line 855-219-8501; 
Sales Website: www.ndscorp.
com By: Gabriela Sanchez, 
Trustee Sales Representa-
tive 08/31/2022, 09/07/2022, 
09/14/2022 CPP# 353042

SchId:87611 AdId:29326 
CustId:1275

------------

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF: 
BARBARA JEAN WILLIAMS 
CASE NO. 22STPB08022

To all heirs, beneficiaries, 
creditors, contingent credi-
tors, and persons who may 
otherwise be interested in 
the WILL or estate, or both of 
BARBARA JEAN WILLIAMS.

A PETITION FOR PROBATE 
has been filed by ROBBYE 
VANESSA WILLIAMS in the 
Superior Court of California, 
County of LOS ANGELES.

THE PETITION FOR PRO-
BATE requests that ROBBYE 
VANESSA WILLIAMS be ap-
pointed as personal represen-
tative to administer the estate 
of the decedent.

THE PETITION requests au-
thority to administer the es-
tate under the Independent 
Administration of Estates Act 
with limited authority. (This 
authority will allow the person-
al representative to take many 
actions without obtaining 
court approval. Before taking 
certain very important actions, 
however, the personal repre-
sentative will be required to 
give notice to interested per-
sons unless they have waived 
notice or consented to the 
proposed action.) The inde-
pendent administration au-
thority will be granted unless 
an interested person files an 
objection to the petition and 
shows good cause why the 
court should not grant the au-
thority.

A HEARING on the petition 
will be held in this court as 
follows: 09/19/22 at 8:30AM 
in Dept. 4 located at 111 N. 
HILL ST., LOS ANGELES, 
CA 90012

IF YOU OBJECT to the grant-
ing of the petition, you should 
appear at the hearing and 
state your objections or file 
written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your 
appearance may be in person 
or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR 
or a contingent creditor of the 
decedent, you must file your 
claim with the court and mail 
a copy to the

personal representative ap-
pointed by the court within the 
later of either (1) four months 
from the date of first issuance 
of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in 
section 58(b) of the California 
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days 
from the date of mailing or 
personal delivery to you of a 

notice under section 9052 of 
the California Probate Code.

Other California statutes and 
legal authority may affect your 
rights as a creditor. You may 
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in Califor-
nia law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE the file 
kept by the court. If you are 
a person interested in the 
estate, you may file with the 
court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the 
filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of 
any petition or account as pro-
vided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special 
Notice form is available from 
the court clerk.

Attorney for Petitioner

ALBERT H. BOUDREAUX III, 
ESQ. - SBN 70232, LAW OF-
FICES OF ALBERT H. BOU-
DREAUX III

4735 W. WASHINGTON 
BLVD.

LOS ANGELES CA 90016

8/31, 9/7, 9/14/22

CNS-3619468#
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF 
SIMMIE LEE COFFEY

Case No. 22STPB07451To 
all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and 
persons who may otherwise 
be interested in the will or es-
tate, or both, of SIMMIE LEE 
COFFEYA PETITION FOR 
PROBATE has been filed by 
Simmya Malone in the Superi-
or Court of California, County 
of LOS ANGELES.THE PE-
TITION FOR PROBATE re-
quests that Simmya Malone 
be appointed as personal 
representative to administer 
the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the 
decedent’s will and codicils, 
if any, be admitted to probate. 
The will and any codicils are 
available for examination in 
the file kept by the court.THE 
PETITION requests authority 
to administer the estate under 
the Independent Administra-
tion of Estates Act. (This au-
thority will allow the personal 
representative to take many 
actions without obtaining 
court approval. Before taking 
certain very important actions, 
however, the personal rep-
resentative will be required 

to give notice to interested 
persons unless they have 
waived notice or consented 
to the proposed action.) The 
independent administration 
authority will be granted un-
less an interested person files 
an objection to the petition 
and shows good cause why 
the court should not grant the 
authority.A HEARING on the 
petition will be held on Sept. 
19, 2022 at 8:30 AM in Dept. 
No. 67 located at 111 N. Hill 
St., Los Angeles, CA 90012.IF 
YOU OBJECT to the granting 
of the petition, you should ap-
pear at the hearing and state 
your objections or file written 
objections with the court be-
fore the hearing. Your appear-
ance may be in person or by 
your attorney.IF YOU ARE A 
CREDITOR or a contingent 
creditor of the decedent, you 
must file your claim with the 
court and mail a copy to the 
personal representative ap-
pointed by the court within the 
later of either (1) four months 
from the date of first issuance 
of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in 
section 58(b) of the California 
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days 
from the date of mailing or 
personal delivery to you of a 
notice under section 9052 of 
the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and 
legal authority may affect your 
rights as a creditor. You may 
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in Califor-
nia law.YOU MAY EXAMINE 
the file kept by the court. If you 
are a person interested in the 
estate, you may file 

with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) 
of the filing of an inventory 
and appraisal of estate assets 
or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code 
section 1250. A Request for 
Special Notice form is avail-
able from the court clerk.

Attorney for petitioner:

TALA R DAVIS ESQ

SBN 200338

LAW OFFICE OF

TALA R DAVIS

110 S LA BREA AVENUE

STE 240

INGLEWOOD CA 90301

CN989938 COFFEY Aug 31, 
Sep 7,14, 2022

SchId:87652 AdId:29341 
CustId:65
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 

LEGAL NOTICES



ed everyone’s full attention. 
They’ve earned it.”

Mack squaring off 
against former teammates 
twice a year is just the latest 

twist in the storied rivalry 
between the Chargers and 
the Raiders. The two teams 
first played one another in 
1960, and just about every 
game they have played has 

been rife with high-intensity 
play and drama, much like 
the season-ending theatri-
cal display the Chargers and 
Raiders put on last season. 

Prior to playing the Raid-
ers in their season opener at 
SoFi Stadium, the Chargers 
had played Las Vegas 124 
times in the regular season 
(now 125 times). The Raid-

ers still hold the edge in the 
long-running series. 

During the week leading 
up to the team’s first game of 
the season, Chargers head 

coach Brandon Staley talked 
about what makes the rival-
ry between the Chargers and 
Raiders special.   

“Any time that you go 
back as far as this rivalry 

has, certainly this division, 
I think that I really like this 
part of the division, just how 
far it goes back with these 
teams,” Staley said. “I think 

the history of the 
coaches, the history of 
the players, certainly 
with us being on the 
West Coast, it’s im-
portant to a lot of dif-
ferent people here on 
the West Coast. Then, 
in terms of the NFL, I 
think the ingenuity of 
both organizations, I 
think that both orga-
nizations have had a 
real impact and foot-
print on the legacy of 
the NFL. I think that’s 
also big. I’m really ex-
cited to be a part of it.”

Derwin James, 
whom the Chargers 
signed to a multi-
ple-year extension 
this summer, said the 
familiarity of the two 
teams makes for a 
great rivalry. 

“I’ll just say being able to 
play them two times a year,” 
James said. “The teams know 
each other very well. Like I 
said, there is always compe-
tition.” 
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SPORTS
THE CHARGERS AND RAIDERS ARE STILL A BIG DEAL

Odell Beckham Jr. holds up the Super Bowl LVI trophy that he and his Los Angeles Rams teammates won against the Cincinnati Bengals 
in February. Speed forward to the NFL’s opening game played at SoFi Stadium on Sept. 8, 2022. The Rams opened their season with a 
game against the Buffalo Bills. Prior to the game’s kickoff, the Rams unveiled their championship banner Rams general manager Les 
Snead, retired offensive tackle Andrew Whitworth, Kevin Demoff, the team’s chief operating officer, and members of the Los Angeles 
Watts Rams, along with Beckham, all took part in the festive pre-game ceremony. Photo courtesy of Los Angeles Rams    

Rams unveil their Super Bowl LVI banner

By Dennis J. Freeman 

INGLEWOOD (News4uonline)—
The Los Angeles Chargers ended 
their season last year playing the 
Las Vegas Raiders. The Char-

gers walked away from that game 
with an overtime defeat at the hands 
of their longtime AFC West rivals. It 
was a hard loss for the Chargers to 
absorb because it cost them a playoff 
opportunity. 

Fast forward to the 2022 NFL 
season, and the Chargers get another 
look at the team that bounced them 
from a potential postseason run 
in 2021. The two teams have kept 
mostly their cast of players from a 
year ago with a slight twitch. Khalil 
Mack, who spent the first four years 
of his career playing for the Raiders, 
is now a member of the Chargers. 

The Chargers got Mack in a trade 
with the Chicago Bears in the spring 
after the veteran linebacker played 
four seasons in the Windy City. Af-
ter starting his career in the AFC, 
Mack is back playing in a division 
where everything started for him. 

“There are a lot of good quar-
terbacks,” Mack said during his in-
troductory press conference in March. 
“There’s great quarterback play. A lot of 
great schemes when you’re talking about 
[Chiefs Head Coach] Andy [Reid] and 
all of these different coaches. It’s going 
to be fun. I’m looking forward to the 
challenges ahead.” 

One of those challenges for Mack 
and the Chargers is having to face and 
pin down Raiders quarterback Derek 
Carr twice a year, a guy who threw for 
4,804 yards in 2021. 

“My dog, Derek. It’s going to be fun,” 
Mack remarked  Every time that I play 
against that guy, it’s fun. He’s a special, 
special guy as well. It’s going to be fun to 
see him twice per year.”

The first of two games played be-
tween the two teams turned out to be 
a lot of fun for Mack and the Chargers. 
Mack recorded three of the six sacks 
that Los Angeles had on Carr in the 
Chargers’ 24-19 win at SoFi Stadium. 
For good measure, the Chargers inter-
cepted Carr three times. 

As one of four newly minted cap-
tains on the defensive side of the ball 
for the Chargers, Mack usually leads 
by example. Staley said that Mack and 
Sebastian Joseph-Day have exemplary 
qualities that have allowed them to be 
named team captains. 

“The example that they set every 
day,” Chargers head coach Brandon 
Staley said. “The example that they set 
when they come into the building every 
day. Those two guys don’t need to say a 
lot. Now, they do, at times, but it’s just 
the example that they set on a day-to-
day basis. It doesn’t take people long to 
see, and that’s why you’ll see some guys 
like them be elected captain, being new 
on a team, is because they’ve command-

Photo courtesy of the Los Angeles Chargers 



SALE Trustee Sale No. 
159261 Title No. 95525634-
55 YOU ARE IN DEFAULT 
UNDER A DEED OF TRUST, 
DATED 09/02/2005. UNLESS 
YOU TAKE ACTION TO 
PROTECT YOUR PROPER-
TY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A 
PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED 
AN EXPLANATION OF THE 
NATURE OF THE PRO-
CEEDING AGAINST YOU, 
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A 
LAWYER. On 10/06/2022 at 
9:00 AM, The Mortgage Law 
Firm, PLC, as duly appointed 
Trustee under and pursuant 
to Deed of Trust recorded 
09/13/2005, as Instrument 
No. 05 2195741, in book xx, 
page xx, of Official Records 
in the office of the County Re-
corder of Los Angeles County, 
State of California, executed 
by Xin Li, a Single Man, WILL 
SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION 
TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR 
CASH, CASHIER’S CHECK/
CASH EQUIVALENT or other 
form of payment authorized 
by 2924h(b), (payable at time 
of sale in lawful money of the 
United States), Doubletree 
Hotel Los AngelesNorwalk, 
13111 Sycamore Drive, Nor-
walk, CA 90650 - Vineyard 
Ballroom. All right, title and 
interest conveyed to and now 
held by it under said Deed of 
Trust in the property situat-
ed in said County and State, 
described as: FULLY DE-
SCRIBED IN THE ABOVE 
DEED OF TRUST. APN 8570-
006-039 The street address 
and other common designa-
tion, if any, of the real property 
described above is purported 
to be: 11042 Lower Azusa 
Road, El Monte, CA 91731 
The undersigned Trustee 
disclaims any liability for any 
incorrectness of the street ad-
dress and other common des-
ignation, if any, shown herein. 
Said sale will be made, but 
without covenant or warran-
ty, expressed or implied, re-
garding title, possession, or 
encumbrances, to pay the 
remaining principal sum of the 
note(s) secured by said Deed 
of Trust, with interest thereon, 
as provided in said note(s), 
advances, if any, under the 
terms of said Deed of Trust, 
fees, charges and expens-
es of the Trustee and of the 
trusts created by said Deed of 
Trust. The total amount of the 
unpaid balance of the obliga-
tion secured by the property 
to be sold and reasonable es-
timated costs, expenses and 
advances at the time of the 
initial publication of the Notice 
of Sale is: $324,356.83 If the 
Trustee is unable to convey 
title for any reason, the suc-
cessful bidder’s sole and ex-
clusive remedy shall be the 
return of monies paid to the 
Trustee, and the successful 
bidder shall have no further 

recourse. The beneficiary un-
der said Deed of Trust hereto-
fore executed and delivered to 
the undersigned a written

Declaration of Default and De-
mand for Sale, and written No-
tice of Default and Election to 
Sell. The undersigned caused 
a Notice of Default and Elec-
tion to Sell to be recorded in 
the county where the real 
property is located. Dated: 
8/29/2022 THE MORTGAGE 
LAW FIRM, PLC The Mort-
gage Law Firm, PLC. may be 
attempting to collect a debt. 
Any information obtained may 
be used for that purpose. Adri-
ana Durham/Authorized Sig-
nature 27455 TIERRA ALTA 
WAY, STE. B, TEMECULA, 
CA 92590 (619) 465-8200 
FOR TRUSTEE’S SALE IN-
FORMATION PLEASE CALL 
(800) 280-2832 NOTICE TO 
POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you 
are considering bidding on 
this property lien, you should 
understand that there are risks 
involved in bidding at a trustee 
auction. You will be bidding on 
a lien, not on the property it-
self. Placing the highest bid at 
a trustee auction does not au-
tomatically entitle you to free 
and clear ownership of the 
property. You should also be 
aware that the lien being auc-
tioned off may be a junior lien. 
If you are the highest bidder 
at the auction, you are or may 
be responsible for paying off 
all liens senior to the lien be-
ing auctioned off, before you 
can receive clear title to the 
property. You are encouraged 
to investigate the existence, 
priority, and size of outstand-
ing liens that may exist on this 
property by contacting the 
county recorder’s office or a ti-
tle insurance company, either 
of which may charge you a fee 
for this information. If you con-
sult either of these resources, 
you should be aware that the 
same lender may hold more 
than one mortgage or deed of 
trust on the property. NOTICE 
TO PROPERTY OWNER: 
The sale date shown on this 
notice of sale may be post-
poned one or more times by 
the mortgagee, beneficiary, 
trustee, or a court, pursu-
ant to Section 2924g of the 
California Civil Code. The 
law requires that information 
about trustee sale postpone-
ments be made available to 
you and to the public, as a 
courtesy to those not pres-
ent at the sale. If you wish to 
learn whether your sale date 
has been postponed, and, if 
applicable, the rescheduled 
time and date for the sale of 
this property, you may call 
(800) 280-2832 for informa-
tion regarding the trustee’s 
sale or visit this Internet Web 
site - www.Auction.com - for 
information regarding the sale 

of this property, using the file 
number assigned to this case: 
159261. Information about 
postponements that are very 
short in duration or that occur 
close in time to the scheduled 
sale may not immediately be 
reflected in the telephone in-
formation or on the

Internet Web site. The best 
way to verify postponement 
information is to attend the 
scheduled sale. NOTICE TO 
TENANT: You may have a 
right to purchase this prop-
erty after the trustee auction 
pursuant to Section 2924m 
of the California Civil Code. 
If you are an “eligible tenant 
buyer,” you can purchase the 
property if you match the last 
and highest bid placed at the 
trustee auction. If you are an 
“eligible bidder,” you may be 
able to purchase the proper-
ty if you exceed the last and 
highest bid placed at the trust-
ee auction. There are three 
steps to exercising this right 
of purchase. First, 48 hours 
after the date of the trustee 
sale, you can call (800) 280-
2832 for information regard-
ing the trustee’s sale, or visit 
this internet website www.
auction.com or https://tracker.
auction.com/sb1079/ for in-
formation regarding the sale 
of this property, using the file 
number assigned to this case 
Ts# 159261 to find the date 
on which the trustee’s sale 
was held, the amount of the 
last and highest bid, and the 
address of the trustee. Sec-
ond, you must send a written 
notice of intent to place a bid 
so that the trustee receives it 
no more than 15 days after 
the trustee’s sale. Third, you 
must submit a bid so that the 
trustee receives it no more 
than 45 days after the trust-
ee’s sale. If you think you may 
qualify as an “eligible tenant 
buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you 
should consider contacting an 
attorney or appropriate real 
estate professional immedi-
ately for advice regarding this 
potential right to purchase. 
AFN4758418 09/07/2022, 
09/14/2022, 09/21/2022
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF 
BULK SALE

(Division 6 of the Commercial 
Code)

Escrow No. 139249-008

Notice is hereby given that a 
bulk sale is about to be made 
on assets hereinafter de-
scribed.

The name(s) and business 

address of the Seller(s) are:

Wilkerson Chiropractic Of-
fice, 519 West Carson Street, 
Suite 101, Carson, CA 90745

The location in California of 
the chief executive office or 
principal business office of the 
Seller is: Same

All other business name(s) 
and address(es) used by the 
Seller(s) within the past three 
years, as stated by the Sell-
er(s), are: Wilkerson Chiro-
practic Office, Inc., 519 West 
Carson Street, Suite 101, Car-
son, CA 90745

Carson Doctor’s Group, 519 
West Carson Street, Suite 
101, Carson, CA 90745

AND NO OTHERS

The name(s) and business 
address of the Buyer(s) are: 
Jacobs Chiropractic, Inc., 860 
S. Los Angeles Street #932, 
Los Angeles, CA 90014

The assets being sold are 
generally described as furni-
ture, fixtures, equipment, tan-
gible personal property, ficti-
tious business names, trade 
names, and trademarks, lo-
gos, files, mailing list, patient 
lists, telephone numbers, in-
tangible rights, merchandise, 
inventory, supplies and con-
sumables, websites, domain 
names, social media sites, 
billing software and data, list 
of prepaid services, accounts 
receivable, covenant not to 
compete and goodwill and are 
located at: 519 West Carson 
Street, Suite 101, Carson, CA 
90745

The business name used by 
the said Seller’s at said loca-
tion is: Wilkerson Chiropractic 
Office and/or Carson Doctor’s 
Group.

The bulk sale is intended to 
be consumated at the office 
of Wilshire Escrow Company, 
4270 Wilshire Boulevard, Los 
Angeles, CA 90010 and the 
anticipated sale date is Sep-
tember 30, 2022

The bulk sale is subject to 
California Uniform Commer-
cial Code Section 6106.2.

The name and address of 
the person with whom claims 
may be filed is Wilshire Es-
crow Company, 4270 Wilshire 
Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 
90010 Attn: Douglas Shewfelt 
Escrow No. 139249-8 and the 
last day for filing claims by any 
creditor shall be September 
29, 2022 which is the busi-
ness day before the anticipat-
ed sale date specified above.

September 6, 2022

BUYER:

JACOBS CHRIROPRACTIC, 
INC., a California Corporation

By: /s/ David Jacobs, CEO

9/14/22

CNS-3624056#
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEAR-
ING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the City Council of the 
City of Compton will hold a 
Public Hearing concerning 
the Adoption of the 2020 Ur-
ban Water Management Plan, 
Tuesday, October 4, 2022 at 
5:45 P.M.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the City Council of the 
City of Compton will hold a 
Public Hearing concerning the 
2020 Water Shortage Contin-
gency Plan, Tuesday, Octo-
ber 4, 2022 at 6:00 P.M.

The City of Compton here-
by releases its Draft 2020 
Urban Water Management 
Plan (UWMP) and Draft 2020 
Water Shortage Contingency 
Plan (WSCP) for public re-
view. The UWMP and WCSP 
will be available through Oc-
tober 4, 2022 at the following 
locations:

• City Clerk’s Office: 205 S 
Willowbrook Ave., Compton 
CA 90220

• Online: www.comptoncity.
org

The public hearing will be held 
at Compton City Hall, City 
Council Chambers, at 205 
South Willowbrook Avenue, 
Compton, CA 90220. If you 
have any questions concern-
ing the 2020 UWMP or 2020 
WSCP, please contact: David 
Bennett, Water Operations 
Supervisor, (310) 605-6247 or 
email dbennet@comptoncity.
org.

 Alita Godwin

City Clerk

POST: Compton Bulletin  
  
PUBLISH: 
9/14/2022  
9/21/2022

SchId:87727 AdId:29373 
CustId:70

------------

LEGAL NOTICES
COMPTON BULLETIN | WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2022 11



COMPTON BULLETIN | WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 202212

ENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENT

Q&A: TYLER PERRYQ&A: TYLER PERRY
on directing his 1st script, 27 years lateron directing his 1st script, 27 years lateron directing his 1st script, 27 years lateron directing his 1st script, 27 years later
Q&A: TYLER PERRYQ&A: TYLER PERRY

Tyler Perry has directed his first Tyler Perry has directed his first 
screenplay, 27 years after writing it. screenplay, 27 years after writing it. 

“A Jazzman’s Blues,” which is “A Jazzman’s Blues,” which is 
premiering at the Toronto premiering at the Toronto 

International Film Festival, International Film Festival, 
was Perry’s first stab at screenwriting was Perry’s first stab at screenwriting 

long before Madea made him a long before Madea made him a 
media mogul, back when he wasmedia mogul, back when he was

 pouring what little money he had into  pouring what little money he had into 
less successful Atlanta stage shows.less successful Atlanta stage shows.

After directing numerous 
films, dozens of TV episodes 
and expanding his 330-acre 
Tyler Perry Studios empire 

in Atlanta, Perry has returned to that 
old script, without hardly changing a 
word, for his first film for Netflix. (“A 
Jazzman’s Blues” begins streaming Sept. 
23.)

“The timing seemed to be right,” 
Perry said in an interview ahead of the 
film’s premiere Sunday.

Set in mid-century Georgia, the 
movie stars Joshua Boon as Bayou, a 
juke joint-sensation who, before leaving 
to make it big in Chicago, falls in love 
with Leanne (Solea Pfieffer). Years later, 
she returns to their hometown married 
and passing for white. It’s a romance 
sketched against the backdrop of the 
segregated South and the era’s flourish-
ing music scene, with songs by Terence 
Blanchard and choreography by Debbie 
Allen.

AP: What was going on in your 
life when you wrote this?

PERRY: I was really struggling and 
poor. It was a really difficult time. I got a 
chance to see an August Wilson play. If 
I’m not mistaken, I think it was “Seven 
Guitars.” I would have to sneak it an in-
termission and go in when people came 
out for a smoke. I couldn’t afford a tick-
et. There was an afterparty at a little cafe 

and I ran into him. I told him what kind 
of shows I was doing and how there was 
so much more I wanted to do. He en-
couraged me to not be ashamed of what 
I was doing but also to do whatever else 
I wanted to. I went home and started 
writing and “Jazzman” showed up.

AP: Where did the story 
come from?

PERRY: I grew up New Orleans and 
I have family in rural Louisiana. That’s 
where I spent summers with my grand-
mother. So I knew this world very well. 
When I was a young kid working on 
Bourbon Street, I’d hear all kind of mu-
sic. As I was writing, all this music was 
in my head. I wasn’t trying to write a 
period piece about someone passing in 
the South. A couple years ago, I remem-
ber seeing a picture of my grandmother 
and great grandmother who looked like 
white women. My grandmother mar-
ried my grandfather, who was clearly a 
Black man. According to my aunt—I’m 
fact checking this now—there are peo-
ple in my family who passed for white.

AP: Was that something your 
family talked about?

PERRY: No. It’s the strangest thing 
from the generations before me. I find 
this true with my Jewish friends who 
have grandparents who survived the 
Holocaust. It’s just not talked about. It’s 

not spoken of. I feel that it’s a horrible 
disservice to the future children and 
people who are benefitting from the 
atrocities that our families endured.

AP: This might be your most 
ambitious film yet. Did you feel 

you had to build up to it?
PERRY: One hundred percent. “Di-

ary of a Mad Woman,” my first film, I 
didn’t direct because I didn’t know how. 
It took all of these films and all of these 
television episodes to really under-
stand filmmaking. I really credit David 
Fincher and (Ben) Affleck when I was 
on “Gone Girl” where I really started to 
understand it and get it. For me, it had 
always been that the camera was just 
there to tell the story. I didn’t take in the 
fullness of all the things that the camera 
can represent.

AP: So why tackle it now?
PERRY: I’ve been strategic. I’ve 

had to make sure that I super-serve 
my niche, my audience. I needed those 
successes to be able to get it here. It’s all 
been part of the plan. The reason that it 
came up now is that I’ve been watching 
so many politicians and powers that be 
trying to downplay and whitewash the 
experience of Black people in Ameri-
ca. I think it’s up to us as storytellers to 
bring those real stories to the forefront 
because of this assault on history.

AP: Georgia has been at the center 
of some of the battles over voting 
rights, abortion rights and school 

curriculum. How do you feel about 
having your studio there?

PERRY: I have two views to that. One 
is: Being on the very ground and home of 
Dr. Martin Luther King and seeing their 
fight, seeing the vigor that it took to get 
things done. There’s a richness there that 
I thrive on, that I plug into, that I appreci-
ate. On the other side, we’re dealing with 
all this gerrymandering, voting-rights is-
sues, abortion issues. All these moments 
are happening but I have to focus on the 
fighters so that I’m able to function in a 
state that I love.

AP: Some in Hollywood have 
previously called for boycotting 

productions in Georgia. Last year, 
the Will Smith film “Emancipation” 

withdrew from shooting in the 
state. What do you think about 

those kind of measures?
PERRY: Some of them I think are 

extreme. We have this cancel culture 
now that if someone does something 
you don’t like or says something you 
don’t like, they’re canceled. If the state 
makes a law you don’t like, you don’t go 
there. The reason I take issue with all of 
it is every four years there’s an election, 
or every two years with the midterms. 


