
 SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1973     SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1973    

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2022WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2022

Rams bringing holiday cheer to the communityRams bringing holiday cheer to the community

By Dennis J. Freeman

NEWS4USONLINE—The great race di-
vide has always been here in the United 
States. The country’s greatest sin, slavery, 
illustrates how separate the nation has 

been. From slavery to Reconstruction to the Kim 
Crow era to the (Barack) Obama years, race and the 
issue of race, have been paramount to the survival of 
African Americans in this country. 

During the Covid-19 pandemic, the issue of race 
could not have been more magnified. The killings 
of Breonna Taylor, George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, 
and other Black men and women put the matter in 
the forefront as millions of Americans tried to cope 
with how to live through the pandemic. 

In 2020, when Covid-19 officially isolated Amer-
icans into their homes, the brash shooting deaths of 
Taylor and Floyd by police sent a chill down most 
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California’s new 
tobacco law 
holds retailers, 
not consumers, 
responsible
By Carol McGruder
Co-chair, African American Tobacco 
Control Leadership Council

The tobacco indus-
try has spent decades 
targeting—and kill-
ing—Black communi-

ty members through predatory 
marketing tactics designed to 
hook us on deadly products like 
mint and menthol-cigarettes. 

What’s worse, in their efforts to protect profits, the industry pushed the 
lie that these products are a part of Black culture while exploiting our 
very real fear of police brutality. The passage of California’s flavored 
tobacco law in 2022 is groundbreaking not only because it is a giant 
step forward to ending this exploitation, but because it was designed 
to avoid further criminalizing Black and Brown folks.

Tobacco is toxic, and so is the racism and inequality that’s cen-
tral in the tobacco industry and criminal justice system, including 
who gets policed and why. Laws that criminalize the purchase, use, 
and possession of tobacco products are called PUP laws. These laws 
have attempted to reduce youth smoking rates but can result in fines, 
citations, arrests, and targeting of those who buy and use tobacco 
products. PUP laws inflict criminal penalties against people of color, 
especially Black youth. Black and Hispanic/Latino youth report high-
er PUP citation rates than their white peers even after accounting for 
smoking frequency.

Tobacco policies must be crafted and enforced in a way that pre-
vents harm, loss of life, and acts of violence against Black and Brown 
communities. Tobacco laws should decrease community access to 
these deadly addictive products. Public health must provide culturally 
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The genius at work during the Stevie Wonder’s 24th House Full of Toys Benefit Con-
cert on Dec. 17, 2022. Photo credit: Lester Cohen for Wonder Productions Inc.

Stars help Stevie Wonder with Stars help Stevie Wonder with 
holiday benefit concert holiday benefit concert 

The late Stephen “tWitch” Boss at the 
Disney-Pixar 2018 premiere of The 
Incredibles 2. Courtesy photo

Los Angeles wide receiver Lance McCutcheon holds up a young fan during the team’s Community Blitz campaign stop at St. Joseph Center in South Los Angeles on Dec. 14, 2022. Several players from the Rams organization, 
along with Ramage and several members of the cheer team helped serve food and hand out gift bags to South Los Angeles residents.  Right, Los Angeles Rams linebacker Daniel Hardy makes a young fan’s day with an autograph 
signing during the team’s Community Blitz campaign event at the St. Joseph Center in South Los Angeles. Hardy and several of his teammates helped serve food, took photos, passed out gift bags and mingled with residents on 
Dec. 14, 2022.    Photos by Dennis J. Freeman

Black students 
cope with racism 

and Covid-19
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tailored services and programs, 
such as Kick It California, that 
decrease demand by supporting 
people who want to use these 
products.  

PUP laws just don’t work. 
They can lead to racial targeting 
and violence and there’s little ev-
idence they work. Laws focusing 
on tobacco retailers by restrict-
ing product sales hold business-
es, rather than consumers, ac-
countable. With proper funding 
and enforcement, retailer sales 
restrictions have proven to be 
better than PUP laws at reducing 
youth initiation and ongoing to-
bacco use.

California is committed to 
ending the tobacco epidemic in 
the state without causing further 
harm to our communities. To en-
sure tobacco laws are equitable 
and work as intended, a Califor-
nia state law decriminalized the 
purchase, use and possession of 
all tobacco products or parapher-
nalia in 2016. 

However, this law did not 
prohibit local jurisdictions from 
including PUP provisions in lo-
cal tobacco laws.

Removing all local PUP pro-
visions and enforcing California’s 
new Flavored Tobacco law are 
important steps to reducing Big 
Tobacco’s influence. Laws that fo-
cus on retailers and not the crim-
inalization of individuals is not 
only better policy — it’s one way 
that Californians can address ra-
cial injustice. 

Learn more about California’s 
path forward to undo the damage 
at undo.org.

Compton College and NextGen publish public policy brief to educate students

TOBACCO
Continued from page 1

The framework document focuses on the students’ basic needs innovation
COMPTON—Compton College 

and NextGen Policy published a case 
study: Every Student Is A Success Sto-
ry: Basic Needs Innovation at Comp-
ton College, which details proven, 
student-centered basic needs strategies 
which provide a framework for high-
er-education institutions across Cali-
fornia to follow.

 Higher education costs contin-
ue to increase every year. Though the 
state has made investments to increase 
financial aid to offset the rise in tuition, 
the ‘unseen’ costs associated with pur-
suing a higher education continue to 
serve as a major barrier to success for 
California students. 

The real costs of college include:  af-
fordable housing, food, reliable trans-
portation, healthcare, access to high 
speed Internet service, other fees, and 
having to repay institutional debt. These 
costs are related to basic necessities students 
need to thrive and achieve academically—
and meeting their students’ basic needs 
should be a priority for every college and 

university.  Compton College has been a 
statewide leader when it comes to meeting 
students’ basic needs. The programs spear-
headed by Compton College show that 
campuses across our state can successfully 
integrate the following basic needs strate-
gies into their budget processes:

 
• Identifying, allocating, and 

advocating for federal and state fund-
ing for the purposes of eliminating 
barriers to supporting basic needs for 
students is crucial.

• Prioritizing students’ basic 
needs in college campus budget pro-
cesses.

• Disaggregating data by race 
and gender, at a minimum, to monitor 
and evaluate student support services 

when engaging in students’ basic needs 
programs.

• Including dual enrollment 
students in student basic needs pro-
grams and services.

• Supporting unapologetic 
leadership about decisions based on 
students’ basic needs.

“Ensuring that California students 
have access to all the resources they 
need throughout their higher educa-
tion experience is an economic equity 
issue and NextGen Policy fights to ad-
vance programmatic, budget, and pol-
icy solutions that will help achieve this 
goal,” said Arnold Sowell Jr., executive 
director of NextGen Policy. “Effective 
student support programs must always 
consider meeting each student’s ba-

sic needs, including:  the cost of food, 
housing, transportation, institutional 
debt, and affordable access to the Inter-
net. And, without question, resources 
that support student basic needs helps 
to ensure that all California students 
thrive academically. NextGen Policy is 
proud to partner with Compton Col-
lege to amplify the various innovative 
ways that California higher education 
institutions can support students by 
prioritizing the issue of basic needs in 
their campus budgeting processes.”

 “At Compton College, we are at the 
forefront of eliminating basic needs 
barriers. By taking a comprehensive, 
data-driven approach, while also lis-
tening to our students to learn precise-
ly what they need, we can assist in their 

success.” said Dr. Keith Curry, presi-
dent/CEO of Compton College. “Stu-
dents cannot pursue their education 
successfully if they are worrying about 
their next meal or wondering where 
they will sleep each night. This poli-
cy brief, created with NextGen Policy, 
highlights the impact of prioritizing 
students’ basic needs so they can access 
resources that lead to success. If some-
thing is important, you prioritize it, 
and then you fund it. And that comes 
down to building budgets that support 
student success.”

 California has the opportunity to 
transform access to higher education 
by adopting innovative strategies that 
are student-centered and prioritize eq-
uity. 

Biden Administration aims to 
finally end racist sentencing 
over crack cocaine
By Samantha Michaels 

In 1986, Sen. Joe Biden drafted a crime bill that made punishments for possessing 
crack cocaine monumentally more severe than punishments for possessing powder co-
caine, another form of the drug that was chemically the same but had been stereotypically 
associated with rich white people.

 This sentencing disparity—the subject of much debate in recent years—contributed 
to soaring and disproportionate incarceration for Black Americans. Now, decades later, 
Biden’s presidential administration is finally moving to end this injustice.

US Attorney General Merrick Garland announced that federal prosecutors will start 
seeking the same charges and punishments for people caught with both forms of the drug. 
“The crack/powder disparity in sentencing has no basis in science, furthers no law en-
forcement purposes and drives unwarranted racial disparities in our criminal justice sys-
tem,” the Justice Department said in a statement, echoing testimony that Garland gave to 
Congress.

Advocates of criminal justice reform applauded the move. “This was not only a ma-
jor prosecutorial and sentencing decision—it is a major civil rights decision,” the Rev. Al 
Sharpton, a Black civil rights leader who led marches in the 1990s against racist drug laws, 
said in a statement. He noted the ripple effects that the war on crack had in communities 
of color: “The racial disparities of this policy have ruined homes and futures for over a 
generation.”

It’s a change of historic proportions with regard to Biden’s 1986 crime bill, which cre-
ated a 100-to-1 disparity between the amount of crack and powder needed to trigger long 
mandatory minimum prison sentences. The law passed not long after an NBA draft player 
died from a cocaine-induced heart attack. Proponents of the disparity have argued that 
crack dealers should face stiffer penalties because crack produces more intense highs and 
is more addictive in smaller quantities. 

Over the years, critics of the law pointed out that it overwhelmingly targeted Black 
communities—despite studies showing that historically, most crack users were white or 
Hispanic. Yet, the vast majority of those convicted for crack offenses were Black.

In 2010, Congress attempted to address this racist policy by shrinking the sentencing 
gap without fully closing it, creating an 18-to-1 disparity between crack and powder; law-
makers made the change retroactive in 2018 as part of the First Step Act, allowing people 
who were already serving time in federal prisons to shorten their sentences.

The sentencing policy that Garland announced this week is only temporary. To make it 
permanent, Congress would need to take action, and that could be a tall order: The Equal 
Act, which would completely eliminate the sentencing disparity for crack and powder, 
passed the House with bipartisan support last year, but it has since stalled in the Senate. 
Republicans who have supported other criminal justice reforms in the past, such as Re-
publican Sen. Chuck Grassley of Iowa, are pushing instead for a 2.5-to-1 disparity. 

Getting a bill through Congress would also be crucial for another reason: Garland’s 
policy only applies to new cases and won’t affect as many people as it might have a decade 
or two ago, given that federal prosecutions of cocaine have fallen dramatically in recent 
years. Lawmakers are the only ones who can make the sentencing changes retroactive, 
potentially offering a lifeline to the many people who are already stuck behind bars due to 
the unjust policies of the past.

This article appears courtesy of Mother Jones
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Stars help Stevie Wonder with holiday benefit concert Stars help Stevie Wonder with holiday benefit concert 
LOS ANGELES—Icon and music super-
star Stevie Wonder returned to Microsoft 
Theater for his sold out 24th House Full 
of Toys Benefit Concert on Dec. 17.  

Guests included John Paul McGee Trio 
with Amber Bullock, Jody Watley, Grego-
ry Porter, Teddy & Tina Campbell, Trom-
bone Shorty, Kimberly Brewer, plus two 
special performances by daughters Zaiah 
and Nyah. Stevie closed out the show 
performing “Superstition,” which encom-
passed the Christmas spirit featuring the 
entire cast and all his children on stage.

“Today, more than ever throughout the 
world, we are challenged with many 
issues, social, political, economic, and 
spiritual, but that must not stop our 
opportunity to give and share in the spirit 
and reason for the season. I am as always 
overjoyed too again present the celebra-
tion of House Full of Toys,” Wonder said. 

Jody Watley performs during Stevie Wonder’s 24th 
House Full of Toys Benefit Concert on Dec. 17, 2022.

Tina Campbell and Teddy Campbell perform during Stevie Wonder’s 24th House Full of Toys Benefit Concert on Dec. 17, 2022.  Photos by Lester Cohen for Wonder Productions Inc.



people’s backs. Taylor was murdered by 
gunshot while sleeping in her home with 
her boyfriend. 

Floyd’s death was recorded by a Black 
adolescent using her cellphone to show 
the world how the Minnesota man had 
his life senselessly snuffed out by law en-
forcement over $20. The phrase “I can’t 
breathe,” words that Floyd uttered before 
his life was choked out of him, now reso-
nate differently in the Black community. 

But then when Arbery, a young Black 
man who fell into the deadly hands of 
several white supremacists while jogging 

in Georgia, spells out another kind of ra-
cial animosity Black Americans have had 
to deal and live with. 

The murder of Floyd seemed to be 
the last straw as millions of Americans, at 
the height of the pandemic, hit the streets 
daily to protest the unequal treatment 
Blacks continue to wrestle with.  The 
open demonstrations by all ethnic groups 
to these racial acts only scratched the sur-
face when it came to addressing racial in-
tolerance during the pandemic. 

All of these events have had a heavy 
influence on Black students and their 

families. 
According to a 

2021 report put out by 
the Black Education 
Research Collective 
(BERC), an effort spear-
headed by the Teachers 
College at Columbia Uni-
versity, the combination 
of the murders of Taylor 
and Floyd by white racial 

violence along with Covid-19, triggered a 
deep emotional wound for Black Amer-
icans, especially having a profound im-
pact on Black students. 

According to the BERC, 91 percent of 
the people surveyed in its report said that 
they saw themselves as being negatively 
impacted by the rise of white nationalism 
and police violence. 

And 93 percent said that they were 
deeply concerned about the Jan. 6 riots at 
the U.S. Capitol and the increased visibil-
ity of white supremacy. 

One Black student surveyed in the 
report talked about what it’s been like to 
navigate through the pandemic and at 
the same time try to battle the increased 
racial violence he sees. 

“I feel like I’ve lost a lot of people, of 
course, due to COVID,” the unnamed 
student said. “Parts of me feels like I lost a 
little piece of the sanity, especially during 
COVID and having to grapple with peo-
ple you know dying of a disease and then 
just the craziness of seeing other Black 

people being slaughtered down your In-
stagram timeline. I feel like I’ve become 
desensitized to people dying in my per-
sonal life, and then like there is now just, I 
think anger and sadness come from those 
things. And I don’t know how to describe 
that, but I just feel like I’ve lost.”       

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) came out with their 
own report about the matter of race and 
racism during the pandemic. According 
to a report that came out in April 2022, 
the CDC states that 35.6 percent said 
they’re dealing with perceived racism. 
For Black high school students surveyed, 
the numbers jump through the roof to 
over 55 (55.2) percent. Multiracial stu-
dents (54.5 percent) are right there with 
their Black brethren in this struggle.   

With the weight of fighting an on-
slaught of racism during the pandemic 
and trying to stay up to speed academ-
ically, this has weighed heavily on Black 
students mentally. According to the same 
CDC report, of Black students who re-

ported experiencing some form of rac-
ism, 62 percent of them are dealing with 
poor mental health. 

“Racial discrimination in educational 
settings contributes to racial disparities in 
academic achievement and educational 
attainment, which are important markers 
for long-term health outcomes,” accord-
ing to the CDC. “Understanding experi-
ences of racism and racial discrimination 
among adolescents and how those expe-
riences influence health is important to 
promote equitable health outcomes for 
racial and ethnic minority youths. To un-
derstand the effects of racism on health, 
well-defined, consistent definitions and 
reliable measures of racial discrimination 
are critical.”

The BERC attempts to address these 
issues by coming up with key findings in 
its report. 

Covid-19 has had a traumatic impact 
on Black students, their families and their 
communities. The study also revealed 
that racial trauma affected teaching and 
Black students’ ability to learn. The report 
also concluded that the education sys-
tem is not equipped to handle the social, 
emotional and learning needs of Black 
students. 

The trust factor comes into play as 
well. As a result of police brutality, the ini-
tial failed responses to Covid-19, and the 
insurrection that took place in the U.S. 
Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, trust in schools 
and public institutions has eroded for 
Black Americans, the BERC states. 

The findings conclude with the an-
nouncement that education leaders and 
those who write up policies should be 
held more accountable to meet the aca-
demic needs of Black students. Racism 
has come in different waves for Black stu-
dents. The online learning curve has been 
difficult to navigate.

Then there is the matter of having 
access to the internet or broadband con-
nection at home, which many with lower 
incomes struggled with during the pan-
demic, thus creating a racial academic or 
learning gap between students.  

Black education as the BERC defines 
it is “we define Black education as the 
“systematic efforts to teach Black chil-
dren” and “the quality of education the 
African American community has his-
torically organized itself around while 
considering issues of cultural responsi-
bility and community political empow-
erment.” 
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BLACK STUDENTS COPE WITH RACISM AND COVID-19
Continued from page 1

ACROSS
1. Walt Whitman’s dooryard 
plant
6. Bag, ‡ Paris
9. Sound of astonishment
13. Smell of baking bread, e.g.
14. Self-importance
15. Ma Bell, e.g.
16. List of Catholic saints
17. Bobbsey twin
18. Donor’s bequest
19. *Country to see Stonehenge
21. *Country to see Neuschwan-
stein Castle
23. Tokyo, in the olden days
24. Way off freeway
25. Gremlin or pixie
28. Assistant
30. Crunches alternative (2 
words)
35. Mountain lake
37. Thailand, pre-1939
39. Parlor piece
40. *Maldives continent
41. Plaudit and pomp
43. Unadulterated
44. Child-eating daemon, Greek 
mythology
46. Red carpet purse
47. Pelvic bones
48. Gives way under force
50. Like acne-prone skin
52. Pose a question
53. Letter opener
55. Morse code dash
57. *Grand Canyon state
61. *Broadway state
65. Loaded
66. Marbled bread
68. Bad car
69. South Pacific sailboats
70. “____ Milk?”
71. Related on mother’s side
72. Unload on eBay
73. Gilligan’s home
74. Tap, e.g.

DOWN
1. Spike, as in punch
2. Iraq’s neighbor
3. Like a maxi skirt
4. Soap plant
5. *One of two countries to see 
Niagara Falls
6. Mail a package
7. Agha, alt. sp.
8. Gloria Estefan’s hit
9. Disease-causing organism
10. One of algae
11. Diagnostic test
12. One-trick ungulate?
15. Sluggish
20. ____-canceling earbuds
22. Ambulance squad, acr.
24. RE/MAX agent, e.g.
25. *Amalfi Coast country
26. Kenyan tribesman
27. Amazon “club”
29. Vegas cube
31. Cone-shaped quarters
32. Throat dangler
33. *Mona Lisa city
34. Go stealthily
36. Nervous biting victim
38. *Haleakal„ island
42. Accent mark
45. Software plug-ins
49. Barack Obama, pre-pres.
51. Wailed
54. Frustration, in a comic book
56. Laughing African predator
57. *Swiss or Italian skiing des-
tination
58. Steak option
59. “White Wedding” Billy
60. Eagerness
61. Post-deductions amount
62. Yemen’s neighbor
63. College cadet program
64. ACL location
67. Uncle Sam wanted this

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION SODOKU SOLUTION

LA Mayor Karen LA Mayor Karen Bass declaresBass declaresa State of a State of Emergency on Emergency on homelessnesshomelessness

LOS ANGELES—Today, as her first act 
in office, Mayor Karen Bass declared a state of 
emergency on homelessness and activated the 
city’s Emergency Operations Center (EOC). The 
declaration recognizes the severity of Los Ange-
les’ crisis and breaks new ground to maximize 
the city’s ability to urgently move people inside.

“My mandate is to move Los Angeles in a 
new direction, with an urgent and strategic ap-
proach to solving our city’s toughest challenges 
and creating a brighter future for every Ange-
leno,” said Mayor Bass. “Today, on my first day 
in office, we hit the ground running, with a sea 
change in how the city tackles homelessness.”

The order immediately gives Mayor Bass the 
power to lift rules and regulations that slow or 
prevent the building of permanent and tempo-
rary housing for the unhoused; to expedite con-
tracts that prioritize bringing unhoused Ange-
lenos inside; and that allow the city to acquire 

rooms, properties and land for housing for An-
gelenos in need. Moving forward, Mayor Bass 
will issue executive directives to advance these 
critical reforms.

Immediately prior to signing the decla-
ration, Mayor Bass met with her department 
heads—as well as the heads of the Los Angeles 
Homeless Services Authority and Metro—to 
outline her strategy to move Los Angeles for-
ward with a unified approach to homelessness. 
The Los Angeles County CEO was also present 
for the meeting. She also met with frontline ser-
vice providers and Janice Hahn, Chair of the Los 
Angeles County Board of Supervisors; Hydee 
Feldstein Soto, City Attorney; Kenneth Mejia, 
City Controller; Paul Krekorian, City Council 
President; Curren Price, President pro tempore, 
Los Angeles City Council; and Nithya Raman, 
Los Angeles City Councilmember and Chair of 
the Homelessness and Poverty Committee.Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass issued a declaration on the homeless situation in the 

city on her first official day of taking office.  Photo by Dennis J. Freeman
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Kean University announced it is the first university in New Jersey to join Moon Shot for Equity, a national network of colleges and universities committed to eliminating equity gaps in higher education by 2030. (Photo Credit: Kean University) 

Kean University to join national Moon Shot for Equity Partnership
UNION, N.J. — As part of a longstanding commitment to di-

versity and equity in higher education, Kean University is the first 
university in New Jersey to join Moon Shot for Equity, a national 
network of colleges and universities committed to eliminating eq-
uity gaps in higher education by 2030.

Facilitated by EAB, a Washington D.C.-based education firm, 
Moon Shot for Equity promotes 15 research-based best practices 
designed to remove systemic barriers to student success and en-
sure that all students persist to graduation.

“By signing on as a vanguard institution in the Moon Shot for 
Equity partnership, Kean is leading the state in its commitment 
to taking decisive action that will reduce equity gaps and make 
a college degree more accessible,” said Kean President Lamont 
O. Repollet, Ed.D. “At Kean, we are redefining the meaning of 
an ‘elite’ education so it is inclusive, forward-thinking and for-
ward-reaching.” The 15 best practices to erase the equity gaps in-
clude training leaders in effective change management; providing 
equity-focused professional development, expanding communi-
ty-based partnerships; offering retention grants for students in 
need; leveraging technology for proactive advising; fostering stu-
dent belongingness; and more.

“Colleges and universities that are serious about erasing equi-
ty gaps must do the hard work required to remove systemic bar-
riers that make it more difficult for students to succeed, especially 
those most often left behind,” said EAB’s Vice President of Part-

nerships Tom Sugar. “By becoming a vanguard in the Moon Shot 
for Equity initiative, President Repollet and his team have made a 
historic and public commitment to help lead the way forward to 
higher rates of college completion and more successful careers for 
all students.”

Moon Shot for Equity provides research-backed best practic-
es, policies and technology proven to reduce and eliminate equity 
gaps to help college students achieve their goals in less time, for 
less money, and with better career outcomes.

“The Moon Shot for Equity initiative is results-oriented,” said 
Kean Board of Trustees Chair Steve Fastook. “It takes our already 
significant efforts to the next level and sets a course for fully 
achieving the access, opportunity and equity that we envision for 
our students.”

This year, Kean was named one of the most economically and 
ethnically diverse national universities in the United States by U.S. 
News & World Report. The magazine also ranked Kean as a top 50 
national university for increasing students’ social mobility, a mea-
sure recognizing the University’s success in supporting economi-
cally disadvantaged students throughout their path to graduation. 

“Kean has always valued its diversity as a key strength for the 
university and our students,” said Senior Vice President for Ad-
ministration Michael Salvatore, Ph.D. “We are proud of our re-
cord, but we know more needs to be done. By joining colleges 
and universities across the nation in the Moon Shot for Equity, 

Kean is embracing a data-driven approach so we can transform 
the lives of more deserving students through a world-class Kean 
education.”

About 90% of low-income, first-generation students across 
the nation do not graduate within six years, according to EAB.

“The 15 evidence-based Moon Shot best practices fit seam-
lessly with Kean’s mission, vision and a number of the Universi-
ty’s existing initiatives,” said Deputy Chief of Staff Itunu Balogun. 
“Working with EAB and our Moon Shot partner institutions, the 
Kean community will coalesce around shared, data-driven goals 
to reshape our systems so all Kean Cougars can continue to climb 
higher.”

Moon Shot for Equity highlights a series of the University’s 
initiatives that take aim at equity gaps in higher education. Kean’s 
designation as New Jersey’s first Urban Research University in 
2021 reaffirmed the University’s commitment to equity and in-
clusion and positioned Kean as a statewide leader in research and 
policy specifically for and about urban communities. Kean is also 
on a path toward achieving Carnegie R2 status, leading to new 
research opportunities for students.

“Our goal is to save our students time and money on the path 
to achieve their educational and career goals,” said Neva Lozada, 
Ed.D., Kean’s Assistant Vice President of Administration. “Kean 
is making a commitment to invest the resources to provide all of 
our students, faculty and staff with the tools they need to succeed.”
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LOS ANGELES (News4usonline) —The 
Boston Celtics have the best record in 
the NBA. The Los Angeles Clippers said 
so what when they beat the NBA Fi-

nals runner-up in a one-sided contest played at 
Crypto.com Arena on Dec.12. 

In the first game of their final homestand of 
the year, the Clippers let the Celtics know what 
time it was when they surprised the East Coast 
visitors by playing tough defense and using some 
timely shooting to beat Boston 113-93. 

“I thought defensively we were really good,” 
Clippers head coach Tyronn Lue said. “ I thought 
we did a good job of just attacking the matches 
we wanted to attack and then later on in that sec-
ond half they kind of made us kind of stagnant 
with all those switchable guys. Especially with 
that small unit, like I talked about, we got to get 
better offensively. 

“But I thought our guys competed, I thought 
defensively we were really, really good. Low 
man was there all night and we fired at (Jayson)
Tatum to get it out of his hands, our rotations 
were really good.” 

Playing defense against Tatum and the Celt-
ics is just about a mandate. Tatum is a certified 
All-Star who can dominate on both ends of the 
floor. Well, Lue and the rest of the Clippers know 
that. That’s why harassed Boston’s go-to guy all 
night, bombarding him with a flurry of defen-
sive schemes to make the 36 minutes he played a 
miserable 36 minutes. 

With flying around and getting in his grill all 
night long, Tatum was only able to connect on 
7 of his 20 shots from the field. Jaylen Brown, 

Tatum’s Robin to his Batman, managed to make 
9 of 15 of his field goal attempts for a quiet 21 
points. Kawhi Leonard talked about making 
things tough for Tatum and Brown.   

“Just make sure we are not just guarding 
them one on one,” Leonard said. “They are very 
skilled players, so we tried to put two guys on 
them at any given moment that we could, just 
to make it a little harder for them. That’s what 
helped tonight, and we also rebounded the ball 
and we made shots and it kind of got us going.”

With Leonard starting to resemble himself 
pre-injury, and Paul George doing what PG13 
does, the Clippers got out front and didn’t look 
back. The Clippers held Boston to 43 percent 
shooting from the field and crushed the Celtics 
on the board with a 46-36 advantage.  George, 
the game’s highest scorer with 26 points, was 
happy with the way the Clippers were able to 
control the boards. 

“Really effective,” George remarked. 
“They play a small lineup as well so it kind 
of was in our favor to match up with a team 
similar to us. I thought at that point it was 
in our favor to rebound and really just con-
trol the boards.”

Though he had a subpar game shooting the 
basketball, Tatum did his part rebounding. The 
Boston star ended his night with 11 rebounds. 
But after the game, Tatum talked about what he 
could do better when teams are switching out 
defenders to guard him.  

“They (Clippers) showed me a lot of different 
looks,” Tatum said. “I think you just have to make 
quicker decisions any time you catch the ball.”

  CLIPPERS SHOW CLIPPERS SHOW 
DOMINANCE DOMINANCE 

AGAINST CELTICSAGAINST CELTICS

Missed free throws 
and rotations cost 
Lakers a win over Celtics

By Nick Hamilton

LOS ANGELES, CA—The Lak-
ers once again come up on the 
short end of the stick after be-
ing out shot by the Celtics in a 

122-118 overtime loss.
Jayson Tatum led the Celtics to 

victory with an amazing 44-point per-
formance coming off a big loss to the 
Clippers just 24 hours prior. The Celt-
ics played a solid two and a half quar-
ters of basketball as the Lakers trailed 
by as many as 20 points, before mak-
ing a strong 18-0 run to end the third 
quarter. 

Los Angeles managed to take the 
lead in the fourth quarter and had an 
opportunity to take the win. However 
Anthony Davis once again missed two 
crucial free throws that allowed Tatum 
to tie the game with less than 20 sec-
onds remaining.

“Make two free throws, go up four, 
different ballgame. To me, the rest 
doesn’t matter. Had a chance to ice the 
game and missed both,” Davis said.

The Lakers opened up the overtime 
period with two consecutive baskets 
before seeming to run out of gas and 
the young legs of the Celtics took over. 
Boston’s shots were falling at the right 
time that allowed them to be victori-
ous.  Between questionable rotations 
in the fourth quarter and overtime 
period, and missed free throws that 
continued to haunt the Lakers. While 
on the road in Philadelphia against the 
Sixers, Davis missed key free throws 
that cost the Lakers a victory.

Davis was distraught after the loss 
on Tuesday night at Crypto.com Are-
na, yet his teammate Lebron James 
voiced ultimate confidence in Davis.

“It means he loves the game. If it 
were the other way around, and he was 
running around there smiling you’d 
be questioning what type of team-
mate you got,” James on the demeanor 
of Davis postgame. “I know who I’m 
rocking and rolling with every night.”

James, Davis and Russell West-
brook combined for 90 points, yet it 
came down to some clutch shooting 
by Boston and missed opportunities at 
the line.

“That game just says a lot about 
our experience and mental toughness,” 
Jaylen Brown, who finished with 25 
points, said.

Davis and the rest of the Lakers 
hold themselves to higher standards 
especially coming off a road trip that 
saw the team finish 3-3.

“Got a chance as a team, but me 
personally, to kind of seal both games. 
Missed one in Philly, missed both to-
night. Both resulted in losses,” Davis, 
who finished with 37 points and 12 re-
bounds, said.

Photo by Mark Hammond

Photo by Mark Hammond
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Chargers host ‘Battle of the G.O.A.T.S’ celebrity flag football game
INGLEWOOD – The Los Angeles Chargers hosted a celebrity flag 

football game on Dec.19 at SoFi Stadium in Inglewood, California. 
Dubbed the “Battle of the G.O.A.T.S,” the celebrity flag football game 
featured participants such as former NFL stars Terrell (T.O.) Owens, TJ 
Houshmandzadeh, ex-Los Angeles Dodgers slugger Adrian Gonzalez, 
and a host of others. 

Portion of the proceeds from the game goes to the Chargers Impact 
Fund. The festive event also highlighted the growth of flag football among 
girls. During pregame introductions, a celebrity player walked out on the 
field being accompanied by a girl flag football player representing Long 
Beach Poly High School, Gardena Serra High School, Crenshaw High 
School, Hawthorne High School, YULA High School, Sierra Vista High 
School, Redondo Union High School, and Rise Kohyang High School.   

The two teams were coached by Chargers legends and NFL Hall of 
Fame players Antonio Gates and LaDainian Tomlinson. 

Photo by Mark Hammond

Photos by Melinda Meijer
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMIN-
ISTER ESTATE OF: MOZELL MERI-
WETHER CASE NO. 22STPB11860

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested in 
the WILL or estate, or both of MO-
ZELL MERIWETHER.

A PETITION FOR PROBATE has 
been filed by JENNIFER MERIWETH-
ER in the Superior Court of California, 
County of LOS ANGELES.

THE PETITION FOR PROBATE re-
quests that JENNIFER MERIWETH-
ER be appointed as personal repre-
sentative to administer the estate of 
the decedent.

THE PETITION requests authority to 
administer the estate under the In-
dependent Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority will allow the per-
sonal representative to take many 
actions without obtaining court ap-
proval. Before taking certain very im-
portant actions, however, the person-
al representative will be required to 
give notice to interested persons un-
less they have waived notice or con-
sented to the proposed action.) The 
independent administration authority 
will be granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why the 
court should not grant the authority.

A HEARING on the petition will be 
held in this court as follows: 01/05/23 
at 8:30AM in Dept. 11 located at 111 
N. HILL ST., LOS ANGELES, CA 
90012

IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of 
the petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections or 
file written objections with the court 
before the hearing. Your appearance 
may be in person or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a con-
tingent creditor of the decedent, you 
must file your claim with the court and 
mail a copy to the personal represen-
tative

appointed by the court within the later 
of either (1) four months from the date 
of first issuance of letters to a general 
personal representative, as defined 
in section 58(b) of the California Pro-
bate Code, or (2) 60 days from the 
date of mailing or personal delivery to 
you of a notice under section 9052 of 
the California Probate Code.

Other California statutes and legal 
authority may affect your rights as a 
creditor. You may want to consult with 
an attorney knowledgeable in Califor-
nia law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept 
by the court. If you are a person in-
terested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of estate 
assets or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the court clerk.

Attorney for Petitioner

ANTHONY S. FRANCESCHI - SBN 
262297,

CALIFORNIA PROBATE AND 
TRUST, PC

9701 FAIR OAKS BLVD., STE 100

FAIR OAKS CA 95628

12/7, 12/14, 12/21/22

CNS-3648794#

THE COMPTON BULLETIN

SchId:88506 AdId:29664 CustId:61
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T.S. No. 22001854-1 CA APN: 6146-
013-049 NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UN-
DER A DEED OF TRUST DATED 
01/08/2003. UNLESS YOU TAKE 
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR 
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT 
A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN 
EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE 
OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST 
YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A 
LAWYER. A public auction sale to 
the highest bidder for cash, cashier’s 
check drawn on a state or national 
bank, check drawn by a state or fed-
eral credit union, or a check drawn by 
a state or federal savings and loan 
association, or savings association, 
or savings bank specified in Section 
5102 of the Financial Code and au-
thorized to do business in this state 
will be held by the duly appointed 
trustee as shown below, of all right, ti-
tle, and interest conveyed to and now 
held by the trustee in the hereinafter 
described property under and pursu-
ant to a Deed of Trust described be-
low. The sale will be made, but with-
out covenant or warranty, expressed 
or implied, regarding title, posses-
sion, or encumbrances, to pay the 
remaining principal sum of the note(s) 
secured by the Deed of Trust, with 
interest and late charges thereon, 
as provided in the note(s), advanc-
es, under the terms of the Deed of 
Trust, interest thereon, fees, charges 
and expenses of the Trustee for the 
total amount (at the time of the ini-
tial publication of the Notice of Sale) 
reasonably estimated to be set forth 
below. The amount may be greater 
on the day of sale. Trustor: JUAN A 
RAMIREZ, A SINGLE MAN Duly Ap-
pointed Trustee: ZBS Law, LLP Deed 
of Trust Recorded on 01/24/2003, as 
Instrument No. 03-0221374 of Official 
Records of Los Angeles County, Cal-
ifornia.

Date of Sale: 01/12/2023 at 09:00 
AM Place of Sale: Vineyard Ballroom, 
Doubletree Hotel Los AngelesNor-
walk, 13111 Sycamore Drive, Nor-
walk, CA 90650 Estimated amount 
of unpaid balance and other charges: 
$141,881.58 Note: Because the Ben-
eficiary reserves the right to bid less 
than the total debt owed, it is possible 
that at the time of the sale the open-
ing bid may be less than the total debt 
owed. Street Address or other com-
mon designation of real property: 931 
WEST 133RD STREET COMPTON, 
CA 90222 Described as follows: As 
more fully described on said Deed 
of Trust. A.P.N #.: 6146-013-049 

The undersigned Trustee disclaims 
any liability for any incorrectness of 
the street address or other common 
designation, if any, shown above. If 
no street address or other common 
designation is shown, directions to 
the location of the property may be 
obtained by sending a written re-
quest to the beneficiary within 10 
days of the date of first publication 
of this Notice of Sale. NOTICE TO 
POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are 
considering bidding on this proper-
ty lien, you should understand that 
there are risks involved in bidding at 
a trustee auction. You will be bidding 
on a lien, not on the property itself. 
Placing the highest bid at a trustee 
auction does not automatically entitle 
you to free and clear ownership of the 
property. You should also be aware 
that the lien being auctioned off may 
be a junior lien. If you are the highest 
bidder at the auction, you are or may 
be responsible for paying off all liens 
senior to the lien being auctioned off, 
before you can receive clear title to 
the property. You are encouraged 
to investigate the existence, priority, 
and size of outstanding liens that may 
exist on this property by contacting 
the county recorder’s office or a title 
insurance company, either of which 
may charge you a fee for this infor-
mation. If you consult either of these 
resources, you should be aware that 
the same lender may hold more than 
one mortgage or deed of trust on the 
property. NOTICE TO PROPERTY 
OWNER: The sale date shown on 
this notice of sale may be postponed 
one or more times by the mortgagee, 
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pur-
suant to Section 2924g of the Cali-
fornia Civil Code. The law requires 
that information about trustee sale 
postponements be made available to 
you and to the public, as a courtesy 
to those not present at the sale. If you 
wish to learn whether your sale date 
has been postponed, and, if applica-
ble, the rescheduled time and date 
for the sale of this property, you may 
call (855) 976-3916 or visit this Inter-
net Web site www.auction.com using 
the file number assigned to this case 
22001854-1 CA. Information about 
postponements that are very short in 
duration or that occur close in time to 
the scheduled sale may not immedi-
ately be reflected in the telephone in-
formation or on the Internet Web site. 
The best way to verify postponement 
information is to attend the scheduled 
sale. NOTICE TO TENANT: You may 
have a right to purchase this property 
after the trustee auction pursuant to 
Section 2924m of the California Civ-
il Code. If you are an “eligible tenant 
buyer,” you can purchase the proper-
ty if you match the

last and highest bid placed at the 
trustee auction. If you are an “eligible 
bidder,” you may be able to purchase 
the property if you exceed the last 
and highest bid placed at the trustee 
auction. There are three steps to ex-
ercising this right of purchase. First, 
48 hours after the date of the trust-
ee sale, you can call (855) 976-3916 
or visit this Internet Web site https://
tracker.auction.com/sb1079 using 
the file number assigned to this case 
22001854-1 CA to find the date on 
which the trustee’s sale was held, the 
amount of the last and highest bid, 

and the address of the trustee. Sec-
ond, you must send a written notice of 
intent to place a bid so that the trust-
ee receives it no more than 15 days 
after the trustee’s sale. Third, you 
must submit a bid so that the trustee 
receives it no more than 45 days after 
the trustee’s sale. If you think you may 
qualify as an “eligible tenant buyer” or 
“eligible bidder,” you should consider 
contacting an attorney or appropriate 
real estate professional immediate-
ly for advice regarding this potential 
right to purchase. Dated: 12/01/2022 
ZBS Law, LLP, as Trustee 30 Cor-
porate Park, Suite 450 , Irvine, CA 
92606 For NonAutomated Sale Infor-
mation, call: (714) 848-7920 For Sale 
Information: (855) 976-3916 or www.
auction.com Michael Busby, Trustee 
Sale Officer This office is enforcing a 
security interest of your creditor. To 
the extent that your obligation has 
been discharged by a bankruptcy 
court or is subject to an automatic 
stay of a bankruptcy, this notice is for 
informational purposes only and does 
not constitute a demand for payment 
or any attempt to collect such obliga-
tion. EPP 35937 Pub Dates 12/07, 
12/14, 12/21/2022

SchId:88517 AdId:29667 CustId:108
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINIS-
TER ESTATE OF THELMA LOUISE 
LEWIS WILLIAMS

Case No. 22STPB10198

 To all heirs, beneficiaries, 
creditors, contingent creditors, and 
persons who may otherwise be inter-
ested in the will or estate, or both, of 
THELMA LOUISE LEWIS WILLIAMS.

 A PETITION FOR PRO-
BATE has been filed by SYLVIA A. 
HARMON in the Superior Court of 
California, County of Los Angeles.

 THE PETITION FOR PRO-
BATE requests that SYLVIA A. HAR-
MON be appointed as personal rep-
resentative to administer the estate of 
the decedent.

 THE PETITION requests the 
decedent’s will and codicils, if any, be 
admitted to probate. The will and any 
codicils are available for examination 
in the file kept by the court.

 THE PETITION requests au-
thority to administer the estate under 
the Independent Administration of 
Estates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining court 
approval. Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, the per-
sonal representative will be required 
to give notice to interested persons 
unless they have waived notice or 
consented to the proposed action.) 
The independent administration au-
thority will be granted unless an inter-
ested person files an objection to the 
petition and shows good cause why 
the court should not grant the author-
ity.

 A HEARING on the petition 
will be held on 1/9/2023 at 8:30am in 
Department 2D located at 111 North 

Hill Street. Los Angeles, CA 90012.

 IF YOU OBJECT to the 
granting of the petition, you should 
appear at the hearing and state your 
objections or file written objections 
with the court before the hearing. 
Your appearance may be in person or 
by your attorney.

 IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR 
or a contingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim with the 
court and mail a copy to the person-
al representative appointed by the 
court within the later of either (1) four 
months from the date of first issuance 
of letters to a general personal repre-
sentative, as defined in section 58(b) 
of the California Probate Code, or (2) 
60 days from the date of mailing or 
personal delivery to you of a notice 
under section 9052 of the California 
Probate Code.

 Other California statutes 
and legal authority may affect your 
rights as a creditor. You may want to 
consult with an attorney knowledge-
able in California law.

 YOU MAY EXAMINE the file 
kept by the court. If you are a person 
interested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of estate 
assets or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the court clerk.

Sylvia A.Harmon

8306 WiIShire Blvd.#362 

Beverly Hills CA 90211

Phone: (323)983-1523

SchId:88520 AdId:29668 CustId:2088
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE TS 
No. CA-22-942037-BF Order No.: 
150-2340197-05 YOU ARE IN DE-
FAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST 
DATED 1/4/2008. UNLESS YOU 
TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR 
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT 
A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN 
EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE 
OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST 
YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A 
LAWYER. A public auction sale to 
the highest bidder for cash, cashier’s 
check drawn on a state or national 
bank, check drawn by state or feder-
al credit union, or a check drawn by 
a state or federal savings and loan 
association, or savings association, 
or savings bank specified in Section 
5102 to the Financial Code and au-
thorized to do business in this state, 
will be held by duly appointed trust-
ee. The sale will be made, but without 
covenant or warranty, expressed or 
implied, regarding title, possession, 
or encumbrances, to pay the re-
maining principal sum of the note(s) 
secured by the Deed of Trust, with 
interest and late charges thereon, 
as provided in the note(s), advanc-
es, under the terms of the Deed of 
Trust, interest thereon, fees, charges 
and expenses of the Trustee for the 

LEGALSLEGALSLEGALS
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total amount (at the time of the initial 
publication of the Notice of Sale) rea-
sonably estimated to be set forth be-
low. The amount may be greater on 
the day of sale. BENEFICIARY MAY 
ELECT TO BID LESS THAN THE 
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE. Trustor(s): 
MARY LOUISE CLARK A SINGLE 
WOMAN Recorded: 1/8/2008 as In-
strument No. 20080037445 of Official 
Records in the office of the Recorder 
of LOS ANGELES County, California; 
Date of Sale: 1/3/2023 at 10:00 AM 
Place of Sale: Behind the fountain lo-
cated in Civic Center Plaza, located 
at 400 Civic Center Plaza, Pomona 
CA 91766 Amount of unpaid balance 
and other charges: $183,560.64 The 
purported property address is: 1951 
E 130TH ST, COMPTON, CA 90222 
Assessor’s Parcel No.: 6152-008-015 
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: 
If you are considering bidding on this 
property lien, you should understand 
that there are risks involved in bid-
ding at a trustee auction. You will be 
bidding on a lien, not on the proper-
ty itself. Placing the highest bid at a 
trustee auction does not automatical-
ly entitle you to free and clear own-
ership of the property. You should 
also be aware that the lien being auc-
tioned off may be a junior lien. If you 
are the highest bidder at the auction, 
you are or may be responsible for 
paying off all liens senior to the lien 
being auctioned off, before you can 
receive clear title to the property. You 
are encouraged to investigate the ex-
istence, priority, and size of outstand-
ing liens that may exist on this proper-
ty by contacting the county recorder’s 
office or a title insurance company, 
either of which may charge you a fee 
for this information. If you consult ei-
ther of these resources, you should 
be aware that the same lender may 
hold more than one mortgage or deed 
of trust on the property. NOTICE TO 
PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date 
shown on this notice of sale may be 
postponed one or more times by the 
mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a 
court, pursuant to Section 2924g of 
the California Civil Code. The law re-
quires that information about trustee 
sale postponements be made avail-
able to you and to the public, as a 
courtesy to those not present at the 
sale. If you wish to learn whether your 
sale date has been

postponed, and, if applicable, the re-
scheduled time and date for the sale 
of this property, you may call 916-
939-0772 for information regarding 
the trustee’s sale or visit this inter-
net website http://www.qualityloan.
com, using the file number assigned 
to this foreclosure by the Trustee: 
CA-22-942037-BF. Information about 
postponements that are very short in 
duration or that occur close in time to 
the scheduled sale may not immedi-
ately be reflected in the telephone in-
formation or on the internet website. 
The best way to verify postponement 
information is to attend the scheduled 
sale. NOTICE TO TENANT: You may 
have a right to purchase this property 
after the trustee auction pursuant to 
Section 2924m of the California Civ-
il Code. If you are an “eligible tenant 
buyer,” you can purchase the proper-
ty if you match the last and highest 
bid placed at the trustee auction. If 
you are an “eligible bidder,” you may 

be able to purchase the property if 
you exceed the last and highest bid 
placed at the trustee auction. There 
are three steps to exercising this right 
of purchase. First, 48 hours after the 
date of the trustee sale, you can call 
916-939-0772, or visit this internet 
website http://www.qualityloan.com, 
using the file number assigned to 
this foreclosure by the Trustee: CA-
22-942037-BF to find the date on 
which the trustee’s sale was held, the 
amount of the last and highest bid, 
and the address of the trustee. Sec-
ond, you must send a written notice of 
intent to place a bid so that the trust-
ee receives it no more than 15 days 
after the trustee’s sale. Third, you 
must submit a bid so that the trust-
ee receives it no more than 45 days 
after the trustee’s sale. If you think 
you may qualify as an “eligible tenant 
buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you should 
consider contacting an attorney or 
appropriate real estate professional 
immediately for advice regarding this 
potential right to purchase. NOTICE 
TO PROSPECTIVE OWNEROCCU-
PANT: Any prospective owneroccu-
pant as defined in Section 2924m of 
the California Civil Code who is the 
last and highest bidder at the trust-
ee’s sale shall provide the required 
affidavit or declaration of eligibility to 
the auctioneer at the trustee’s sale or 
shall have it delivered to Quality Loan 
Service Corporation by 5 p.m. on the 
next business day following the trust-
ee’s sale at the address set forth in 
the below signature block. The under-
signed Trustee disclaims any liability 
for any incorrectness of the property 
address or other common designa-
tion, if any, shown herein. If no street 
address or other common designation 
is shown, directions to the location 
of the property may be obtained by 
sending a written request to the ben-
eficiary within 10 days of the date of 
first publication of this Notice of Sale. 
If the sale is set aside for any reason, 
including if the Trustee is unable to 
convey title, the Purchaser at the sale 
shall be entitled only to a return of the 
monies paid to the Trustee. This shall 
be the Purchaser’s sole and exclusive 
remedy. The purchaser shall have no 
further recourse against the Trustor, 
the Trustee, the Beneficiary, the Ben-
eficiary’s Agent, or the Beneficiary’s 
Attorney. If you have previously been 
discharged through bankruptcy, you 
may have been released of personal 
liability for this loan in which case this 
letter is intended to exercise the note 
holders right’s against the real prop-
erty only. Date: Quality Loan

Service Corporation 2763 Cami-
no Del Rio S San Diego, CA 92108 
619-645-7711 For NON SALE infor-
mation only Sale Line: 916-939-0772 
Or Login to: http://www.qualityloan.
com Reinstatement Line: (866) 645-
7711 Ext 5318 Quality Loan Service 
Corp. TS No.: CA-22-942037-BF IDS-
Pub #0182538 12/7/2022 12/14/2022 
12/21/2022

SchId:88523 AdId:29669 CustId:608
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T.S. No. 21000879-2 CA APN: 6150-
029-033 NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UN-
DER A DEED OF TRUST DATED 

10/01/2007. UNLESS YOU TAKE 
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR 
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT 
A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN 
EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE 
OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST 
YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A 
LAWYER. A public auction sale to 
the highest bidder for cash, cashier’s 
check drawn on a state or national 
bank, check drawn by a state or fed-
eral credit union, or a check drawn by 
a state or federal savings and loan 
association, or savings association, 
or savings bank specified in Section 
5102 of the Financial Code and autho-
rized to do business in this state will 
be held by the duly appointed trustee 
as shown below, of all right, title, and 
interest conveyed to and now held 
by the trustee in the hereinafter de-
scribed property under and pursuant 
to a Deed of Trust described below. 
The sale will be made, but without 
covenant or warranty, expressed or 
implied, regarding title, possession, or 
encumbrances, to pay the remaining 
principal sum of the note(s) secured 
by the Deed of Trust, with interest 
and late charges thereon, as provid-
ed in the note(s), advances, under the 
terms of the Deed of Trust, interest 
thereon, fees, charges and expenses 
of the Trustee for the total amount (at 
the time of the initial publication of the 
Notice of Sale) reasonably estimat-
ed to be set forth below. The amount 
may be greater on the day of sale. 
Trustor: ANNA MACIAS, A MARRIED 
WOMAN AS HER SOLE AND SEP-
ARATE PROPERTY Duly Appoint-
ed Trustee: ZBS Law, LLP Deed of 
Trust Recorded on 10/09/2007, as 
Instrument No. 20072299524 of Offi-
cial Records of Los Angeles County, 
California; Date of Sale: 01/04/2023 
at 11:00 AM Place of Sale: By the 
fountain located at 400 Civic Center 
Plaza, Pomona, CA 91766 Estimated 
amount of unpaid balance and other 
charges: $272,233.30 Note: Because 
the Beneficiary reserves the right to 
bid less than the total debt owed, it 
is possible that at the time of the sale 
the opening bid may be less than 
the total debt owed. Street Address 
or other common designation of real 
property: 2301 E 126TH ST COMP-
TON, CA 90222-1505 Described as 
follows: As more fully described on 
said Deed of Trust. A.P.N #.: 6150-
029-033 The undersigned Trustee 
disclaims any liability for any incor-
rectness of the street address or oth-
er common designation, if any, shown 
above. If no street address or other 
common designation is shown, direc-
tions to the location of the property 
may be obtained by sending a writ-
ten request to the beneficiary within 
10 days of the date of first publication 
of this Notice of Sale. NOTICE TO 
POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are 
considering bidding on this proper-
ty lien, you should understand that 
there are risks involved in bidding at 
a trustee auction. You will be bidding 
on a lien, not on the property itself. 
Placing the highest bid at a trustee 
auction does not automatically entitle 
you to free and clear ownership of the 
property. You should also be aware 
that the lien being auctioned off may 
be a junior lien. If you are the highest 
bidder at the auction, you are or may 
be responsible for paying off all liens 
senior to the lien being auctioned off, 

before you can receive clear title to 
the property. You are encouraged 
to investigate the existence, priority, 
and size of outstanding liens that may 
exist on this property by contacting 
the county recorder’s office or a title 
insurance company, either of which 
may charge you a fee for this infor-
mation. If you consult either of these 
resources, you should be aware that 
the same lender may hold more than 
one mortgage or deed of trust on the 
property. NOTICE TO PROPERTY 
OWNER: The sale date shown on this 
notice of sale may be postponed one 
or more times by the mortgagee, ben-
eficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant 
to Section 2924g of the California Civ-
il Code. The law requires that infor-
mation about trustee sale postpone-
ments be made available to you and 
to the public, as a courtesy to those 
not present at the sale. If you wish to 
learn whether your sale date has been 
postponed, and, if applicable, the re-
scheduled time and date for the sale 
of this property, you may call 866-
266-7512 or visit this Internet Web 
site www.elitepostandpub.com using 
the file number assigned to this case 
21000879-2 CA. Information about 
postponements that are very short in 
duration or that occur close in time to 
the scheduled sale may not immedi-
ately be reflected in the telephone in-
formation or on the Internet Web site. 
The best way to verify postponement 
information is to attend the scheduled 
sale. NOTICE TO TENANT: You may 
have a right to purchase this property 
after the trustee auction pursuant to 
Section 2924m of the California Civ-
il Code. If you are an “eligible tenant 
buyer,” you can

purchase the property if you match 
the last and highest bid placed at the 
trustee auction. If you are an “eligible 
bidder,” you may be able to purchase 
the property if you exceed the last 
and highest bid placed at the trustee 
auction. There are three steps to ex-
ercising this right of purchase. First, 
48 hours after the date of the trustee 
sale, you can call 866-266-7512 or 
visit this Internet Web site www.elite-
postandpub.com using the file num-
ber assigned to this case 21000879-2 
CA to find the date on which the trust-
ee’s sale was held, the amount of the 
last and highest bid, and the address 
of the trustee. Second, you must send 
a written notice of intent to place a bid 
so that the trustee receives it no more 
than 15 days after the trustee’s sale. 
Third, you must submit a bid so that 
the trustee receives it no more than 
45 days after the trustee’s sale. If you 
think you may qualify as an “eligible 
tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you 
should consider contacting an attor-
ney or appropriate real estate profes-
sional immediately for advice regard-
ing this potential right to purchase. 
Dated: 12/09/2022 ZBS Law, LLP, as 
Trustee 30 Corporate Park, Suite 450 
, Irvine, CA 92606 For NonAutomated 
Sale Information, call: (714) 848-7920 
For Sale Information: 866-266-7512 
or www.elitepostandpub.com Michael 
Busby, Trustee Sale Officer This of-
fice is enforcing a security interest of 
your creditor. To the extent that your 
obligation has been discharged by a 
bankruptcy court or is subject to an 
automatic stay of a bankruptcy, this 
notice is for informational purposes 

only and does not constitute a de-
mand for payment or any attempt to 
collect such obligation. EPP 36003 
Pub Dates 12/14, 12/21, 12/28/2022

SchId:88598 AdId:29695 CustId:108

------------

Title Order No.: 05946568  Trustee 
Sale No.: 86058 Loan No.: 399303285 
APN: 6147-024-002 NOTICE OF 
TRUSTEE’S SALE  YOU ARE IN DE-
FAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST 
DATED 7/24/2020.  UNLESS YOU 
TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR 
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT 
A PUBLIC SALE.  IF YOU NEED AN 
EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE 
OF THE PROCEEDINGS AGAINST 
YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A 
LAWYER.   On 1/11/2023 at 10:30 
AM, CALIFORNIA TD SPECIALISTS, 
AS TRUSTEE as the duly appoint-
ed Trustee under and pursuant to 
Deed of Trust Recorded on 8/5/2020 
as Instrument No. 20200894617 in 
book ////, page //// of official records 
in the Office of the Recorder of Los 
Angeles County, California, execut-
ed by:  MCKINLEY P. ALEXANDER, 
AN UNMARRIED MAN , as Trustor  
VALCHRIS INVESTMENTS, INC., A 
CALIFORNIA CORPORATION , as 
Beneficiary WILL SELL AT PUBLIC 
AUCTION TO THE HIGHEST BID-
DER FOR CASH (payable at time 
of sale in lawful money of the United 
States, by cash, a cashier’s check 
drawn by a state or national bank, 
a check drawn by a state or federal 
credit union, or a check drawn by a 
state or federal savings and loan as-
sociation, savings association, or sav-
ings bank specified in section 5102 of 
the Financial Code and authorized to 
do business in this state).  At:  Behind 
the fountain located in Civic Center 
Plaza located at 400 Civic Center 
Plaza, Pomona, CA 91766,   NOTICE 
OF TRUSTEE’S SALE – continued  
all right, title and interest conveyed to 
and now held by it under said Deed 
of Trust in the property situated in 
said County, California describing 
the land therein: LOT 75 OF TRACT 
4472, IN THE COUNTY OF LOS AN-
GELES, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
AS PER MAP RECORDED IN BOOK 
48, PAGE 69 OF MAPS, IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE COUNTY RECORDER 
OF SAID COUNTY.   The property 
heretofore described is being sold 
“as is”.  The street address and oth-
er common designation, if any, of 
the real property described above is 
purported to be:  1702 EAST 124TH 
STREET COMPTON, CA 90222.  
The undersigned Trustee disclaims 
any liability for any incorrectness of 
the street address and other common 
designation, if any, shown herein.  
Said sale will be made, but without 
covenant or warranty, expressed or 
implied, regarding title, possession, 
or encumbrances, to pay the re-
maining principal sum of the note(s) 
secured by said Deed of Trust, with 
interest thereon, as provided in said 
note(s), advances, if any, under the 
terms of the Deed of Trust, estimat-
ed fees, charges and expenses of the 
Trustee and of trusts created by said 
Deed of Trust, towit: $ 249,915.82  
(Estimated). Accrued interest and ad-
ditional advances, if any, will increase 
this figure prior to sale.  The benefi-
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COMMENTARYCOMMENTARYCOMMENTARY

By Earl Ofari Hutchinson
AUTHOR, MEDIA CRITIC

tWitch shattered the myth of Black suicidestWitch shattered the myth of Black suicides

Courtesy photo
The late Stephen “tWitch” Boss at the Disney-Pixar 2018 premiere of The Incredibles 2. 

 

One of legendary comedian and social activist Dick Gregory’s off told jokes about 
Blacks and suicide went like this. “Whites when they want to do away with themselves 
jump out of a window in a tall building. Blacks when they want to do the same jump 
out of a basement window. “

Gregory’s point was that suicide was an alien concept to Blacks. Despite all the economic, 
political, social, and personal traumas that Blacks daily suffer due to racism and social and 
economic injustice and their perennial outcast status in American society, they don’t take 
their own lives. Gregory always got laughter and knowing acknowledgement among many 
Blacks of the alleged truth of this joking observation about suicide. The dual message 
was that suicide was a “white thing” and that Blacks had developed a tougher, inner 
shell than whites to ward off the demons that drive a person to take their own life. 
Gregory’s joke perpetuated a myth when he popularized it in the 1960s. It’s even 
more of a myth today. The suicide of Stephen Boss, popularly known as tWitch, 
drove that point home with a horrid vengeance. The popular dancer-enter-
tainer at first glance seemed to fit all the characteristics that would make 
one think he’d be the last person to take their life. He was young, tal-

ented, had gotten many accolades in the entertainment world, had a stable marriage and family 
life, was financially comfortable and seemed politically and socially well-grounded. So, what 
would possess him to check into a motel, leave a note telling of challenges, and then proceed to 
put a gun to his head and take his life?

The speculation about why is endless. But who can for certain really say why? Who can say 
why more, particularly young African American males such as Boss, are driven to the extreme 

step of taking their own lives? We know that many more of them that take that 
extreme step than commonly thought.

The statistics on Black suicides tell the grim story. According to a 2021 
study from the journal, JAMA, Black males reportedly had a nearly eighty 

percent increase in suicide attempts, the highest of any race in the study.  
There’s more. Black deaths of where this no listed specific cause is much 

more likely than that of whites to be lumped into the category of 
“undetermined.” Even more disconcerting is the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s report on suicides in 2021. It noted a jump 

in Black suicides, but some experts charged that even this increase 
badly undercounted the actual increase.

In the wake of the suicide of tWitch a litany of reasons were of-
fered as to why Blacks kill themselves. The most common reasons 
cited are that Blacks, particularly younger Black males, are driven 
to despair by the endless procession of racist abuse, violence, 
stress, the intense racial discrimination slights, insults, and exclu-
sion they suffer. They are less likely to seek or even have access to 
mental health care, counseling and treatment for the myriad men-
tal and physical challenges and stresses they are bombarded with.

This underscores the point why Black suicides often fly under 
the medical and public radar scope. One study found that the language 
most often associated with suicide; namely intense depression and 
anxiety were routinely cited as causal reasons for whites who kill themselves 
but not for Blacks. Therefore, there’s the self-perpetuating impression that 
depression, 
anxiety, and 

other traumas that Blacks suffer are minimal to non-existent.
At the very least when the glaring signs are apparent that those traumas 

are there, they are more likely to be missed or ignored. This is a sure-fire pre-
scription that an individual who desperately needs intervention will plummet 
through the mental health care cracks. That individual then becomes a prime 
candidate to take their own life from the sense of alienation, hopelessness, 
and despondency.

Researchers also found that the narratives on real or suspected Black 
suicides were far more likely to use words and phrases such as “questionable,” 
“nothing” and “no further details.” This further minimized both the impact 
and the numbers of Black suicides. In trying to understand why Blacks such 
as tWitch commit suicide, a suicide note is the prime evidence sought and 
scrutinized. However, again there’s a disparity between whites and Blacks 
who commit suicide. Whites are more likely to leave a note than Blacks. 
tWitch was an exception. He did leave a note.

There’s also less likelihood that medical researchers who examine a 
possible suicide will do extensive interviews with family members or closely 

hotlines, and treatment centers. This may or may not have save 
a tWitch. But this could well save another potential tWitch.

 
Earl Ofari Hutchinson is an author and political ana-

lyst. His latest book is I’m Darned Tired of Slave Movies 
(Middle Passage Press). 

He also is the host of the weekly Earl Ofari 
Hutchinson Show 9 a.m. Saturday on KPFK 90.7 FM 

Los Angeles and the Pacifica Network and a Daily 
Show on Blogtalkradio.com at 9 a.m. PST He 

is the publisher of thehutchinsonreport.net

scrutinize prior 
medical records of a 
Black suicide victim to deter-
mine if it was a suicide and why.

The intense public and media focus 
on tWitch’s suicide renewed the challenge to 
medical professionals and public agencies to be 
on the alert for the signs among Blacks of suicide 
risk. Then devote more resources to the access 
and promotion of suicide prevention task forces, 

tWitch shattered the myth of Black suicidestWitch shattered the myth of Black suicides
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ciary under said Deed of Trust here-
tofore executed and delivered to the 
undersigned a written Declaration of 
Default and Demand for Sale, and a 
written Notice of Default and Election 
to Sell.  The undersigned caused said 
Notice of Default and Election of Sell 
to be recorded in the county where 
the real property is located and more 
than three months have elapsed since 
such recordation.  DATE:  12/15/2022  
CALIFORNIA TD SPECIALISTS, AS 
TRUSTEE, as Trustee 8190 EAST 
KAISER BLVD., ANAHEIM HILLS, 
CA 92808 PHONE:  714-283-2180 
FOR TRUSTEE SALE INFORMA-
TION LOG ON TO: www.stoxposting.
com CALL: 844-477-7869  PATRICIO 
S. INCE’, VICE PRESIDENT   CALI-
FORNIA TD SPECIALIST IS A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT.  ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE.   “NOTICE 
TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS:  If you 
are considering bidding on this prop-
erty lien, you should understand that 
there are risks involved in bidding at 
a trustee auction.  You will be bidding 
on a lien, not on the property itself.  
Placing the highest bid on a trustee 
auction does not automatically entitle 
you to free and clear ownership of the 
property.  You should also be aware 
that the lien being auctioned off may 
be a junior lien.  If you are the highest 
bidder at the auction, you are or may 
be responsible for paying off all liens 
senior to the lien being auctioned off, 
before you can receive clear title to 
the property.  You are encouraged to 
investigate the existence, priority, and 
size of the outstanding lien that may 
exist on this property by contacting 
the county recorder’s office or a title 
insurance company, either of which 
may charge you a fee for this infor-
mation.  If you consult either of these 
resources, you should be aware that 
the same lender may hold more than 
one mortgage or deed of trust on the 
property.  NOTICE TO PROPERTY 
OWNER:  The sale date shown on 
this notice of sale may be postponed 
one or more times by the mortgagee, 
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pur-
suant to Section 2924g of the Cali-
fornia Civil Code.  The law requires 
that information about trustee sale 
postponements be made available to 
you and to the public, as a courtesy to 
those not present at the sale.  If you 
wish to learn whether your sale date 
has been postponed, and if applica-
ble, the rescheduled time and date 
for the sale of this property, you may 
call 844-477-7869, or visit this inter-
net Web site www.stoxposting.com, 
using the file number assigned to this 
case T.S.# 86058.  Information about 
postponements that are very short in 
duration or that occur close in time to 
the scheduled sale may not immedi-
ately be reflected in the telephone in-
formation or on the Internet Web site.  
The best way to verify postponement 
information is to attend the scheduled 
sale.”  For sales conducted after Jan-
uary 1, 2021: NOTICE TO TENANT: 
You may have a right to purchase 
this property after the trustee auc-
tion pursuant to Section 2924m of 
the California Civil Code. If you are 
an “eligible tenant buyer,” you  can 
purchase the property if you match 
the last and highest bid placed at the 
trustee auction. If  you are an “eligible 

bidder,” you may be able to purchase 
the property if you exceed the last 
and  highest bid placed at the trustee 
auction. There are three steps to ex-
ercising this right of  purchase. First, 
48 hours after the date of the trustee 
sale, you can call (844) 477-7869, or 
visit this internet website www.STOX-
POSTING.com, using the file number 
assigned to this case 86058 to find the 
date on which the trustee’s sale was 
held, the amount of the last and high-
est bid, and the  address of the trust-
ee. Second, you must send a written 
notice of intent to place a bid so that 
the  trustee receives it no more than 
15 days after the trustee’s sale. Third, 
you must submit a bid; by remitting 
the funds and affidavit described in 
Section 2924m(c) of the Civil Code; 
so that the  trustee receives it no 
more than 45 days after the trustee’s 
sale. If you think you may qualify as 
an “eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible 
bidder,” you should consider contact-
ing an attorney or appropriate real 
estate professional immediately for 
advice regarding this potential right to  
purchase.

SchId:88632 AdId:29710 CustId:670

------------

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINIS-
TER ESTATE OF ANNIE E. BOGAN

Case No. 22STPB03388

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested in 
the will or estate, or both, of ANNIE 
E. BOGAN

A PETITION FOR PROBATE has 
been filed by Cedric Bogan, Sr. in the 
Superior Court of California, County 
of LOS ANGELES.

THE PETITION FOR PROBATE re-
quests that Cedric Bogan, Sr. be ap-
pointed as personal representative to 
administer the estate of the decedent.

THE PETITION requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be ad-
mitted to probate. The will and any 
codicils are available for examination 
in the file kept by the court.

THE PETITION requests authority to 
administer the estate under the In-
dependent Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority will allow the per-
sonal representative to take many 
actions without obtaining court ap-
proval. Before taking certain very im-
portant actions, however, the person-
al representative will be required to 
give notice to interested persons un-
less they have waived notice or con-
sented to the proposed action.) The 
independent administration authority 
will be granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why the 
court should not grant the authority.

A HEARING on the petition will be 
held on January 27, 2023 at 8:30 AM 
in Dept. No. 44 located at 111 N. Hill 
St., Los Angeles, CA 90012.

IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of 
the petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections or 

file written objections with the court 
before the hearing. Your appearance 
may be in person or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a con-
tingent creditor of the decedent, you 
must file your claim with the court and 
mail a copy to the personal represen-
tative appointed by the court within 
the later of either (1) four months from 
the date of first issuance of letters to 
a general personal representative, as 
defined in section 58(b) of the Califor-
nia Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from 
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section 
9052 of the California Probate Code.

Other California statutes and legal 
authority may affect your rights as a 
creditor. You may want to consult with 
an attorney knowledgeable in Califor-
nia law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept 
by the court. If you are a person in-
terested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of estate 
assets or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the court clerk.

Petitioner: Cedric Bogan, Sr.

CEDRIC BOGAN

4213 E PALMERSTONE

COMPTON CA 90221

CN992282 BOGAN Dec 21,28, 2022, 
Jan 5, 2023

SchId:88639 AdId:29713 CustId:65

------------

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINIS-
TER ESTATE OF CHARLENE ELLI-
SON

Case No. 22STPB12328

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested in 
the will or estate, or both, of CHAR-
LENE ELLISON

A PETITION FOR PROBATE has 
been filed by Charlena Ellis and Cha-
meka Fouse in the Superior Court of 
California, County of LOS ANGELES.

THE PETITION FOR PROBATE re-
quests that Charlena Ellis and Cha-
meka Fouse be appointed as person-
al representative to administer the 
estate of the decedent.

THE PETITION requests authority to 
administer the estate under the In-
dependent Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority will allow the per-
sonal representative to take many 
actions without obtaining court ap-
proval. Before taking certain very im-
portant actions, however, the person-
al representative will be required to 
give notice to interested persons un-
less they have waived notice or con-
sented to the proposed action.) The 
independent administration authority 
will be granted unless an interested 

person files an objection to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why the 
court should not grant the authority.

A HEARING on the petition will be 
held on January 20, 2023 at 8:30 AM 
in Dept. No. 4 located at 111 N. Hill 
St., Los Angeles, CA 90012.

IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of 
the petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections or 
file written objections with the court 
before the hearing. Your appearance 
may be in person or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a con-
tingent creditor of the decedent, you 
must file your claim with the court and 
mail a copy to the personal represen-
tative appointed by the court within 
the later of either (1) four months from 
the date of first issuance of letters to 
a general personal representative, as 
defined in section 58(b) of the Califor-
nia Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from 
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section 
9052 of the California Probate Code.

Other California statutes and legal 
authority may affect your rights as a 
creditor. You may want to consult with 
an attorney knowledgeable in Califor-
nia law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept 
by the court. If you are a person in-
terested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of estate 
assets or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the court clerk.

Attorney for petitioner:

JOHN F BAZAN ESQ

SBN 208509

BAZAN HUERTA &

ASSOCIATES

5345 E OLYMPIC BLVD

LOS ANGELES CA 90022

CN992652 ELLISON Dec 21,28, 
2022, Jan 4, 2023

SchId:88654 AdId:29718 CustId:65

------------

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMIN-
ISTER ESTATE OF MARY LOUISE 
CLARK

Case No. 22STPB11890

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested in 
the will or estate, or both, of MARY 
LOUISE CLARK

A PETITION FOR PROBATE has 
been filed by De Shaune Sophia 
Clark in the Superior Court of Califor-
nia, County of LOS ANGELES.

THE PETITION FOR PROBATE re-
quests that De Shaune Sophia Clark 

be appointed as personal represen-
tative to administer the estate of the 
decedent.

THE PETITION requests authority to 
administer the estate under the In-
dependent Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority will allow the per-
sonal representative to take many 
actions without obtaining court ap-
proval. Before taking certain very im-
portant actions, however, the person-
al representative will be required to 
give notice to interested persons un-
less they have waived notice or con-
sented to the proposed action.) The 
independent administration authority 
will be granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why the 
court should not grant the authority.

A HEARING on the petition will be 
held on January 20, 2023 at 8:30 AM 
in Dept. No. 29 located at 111 N. Hill 
St., Los Angeles, CA 90012.

IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of 
the petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections or 
file written objections with the court 
before the hearing. Your appearance 
may be in person or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a con-
tingent creditor of the decedent, you 
must file your claim with the court and 
mail a copy to the personal represen-
tative appointed by the court within 
the later of either (1) four months from 
the date of first issuance of letters to 
a general personal representative, as 
defined in section 58(b) of the Califor-
nia Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from 
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section 
9052 of the California Probate Code.

Other California statutes and legal 
authority may affect your rights as a 
creditor. You may want to consult with 
an attorney knowledgeable in Califor-
nia law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept 
by the court. If you are a person in-
terested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of estate 
assets or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the court clerk.

Attorney for petitioner:

PAUL HORN ESQ

SBN 243227

PAUL HORN LAW GROUP PC

11404 SOUTH STREET

CERRITOS CA 90703

CN992502 CLARK Dec 21,28, 2022, 
Jan 4, 2023

SchId:88657 AdId:29719 CustId:65

------------
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AVATAR: THE WAY OF WATER
A scene from “Avatar: The Way of Water.”   Photos courtesy of Walt Disney Studios/20th Century Studios

“Avatar: The Way of Water” is expected to do well during awards season.

Back in 2009, director James Cameron gave the world “Avatar.” The film about a human going 
undercover as a member of the Na’vi race on the planet of Pandora only to side with the Na’vi against 
his greedy fellow humans brought the movie blockbuster to new heights. It was the first movie to 
gross over $2 billion at the worldwide box office. In fact, it currently sits atop the chart of all-time 
worldwide grossers, as long as one factors in four subsequent re-releases. 

Creatively, critics and audiences alike were blown away by the film’s look, made with ground-
breaking CGI, and the film won Oscars for its Visual Effects, Art Direction, and Cinematography. But 
there was some grumbling about the story, with unfavorable comparisons to “Dances with Wolves,” 
among other sources. Over time, those quibbles have only magnified as the luster of the look has 
faded away while the story remains the same. Now after 13 years there’s a chance to return to Pandora 
with “Avatar: The Way of Water,” but is it a trip worth taking? Was the original even a trip worth tak-
ing? My answer is a resounding “Yes!”—it was then, and it is now. 

The new film follows Jake Sully (Sam Worthington), now fully a Na’vi, and the family he has start-
ed with wife Neytiri (Zoe Saldaña). They have two teenage sons (James Flatters and Britain Dalton), a 
biological daughter (Trinity Jo-Li Bliss) and an adopted daughter (Sigourney Weaver) whose mother 
was the late Dr. Grace Augustine (Weaver) from the first film. Actually, they might as well have five 
kids, because a leftover human named Spider (Jack Champion) follows them around everywhere. 

The family’s life on Pandora is going great until humanity returns. No longer content to take the 
planet’s natural resources, this time the humans want a new place to live since they’ve made an irre-
vocable mess of Earth. Apparently asking the Na’vi nicely to share the planet is out of the question, 
so the humans’ mission is to neutralize the natives. Leading the charge is the Na’vi avatar of Quaritch 

(Stephen Lang), the villain from the first movie. Apparently he made a backup of himself before his 
human body was killed. The movie basically asks, “Do you want Stephen Lang back as the villain or 
not?” I do, so I’ll forgive the convoluted explanation. 

Jake knows he’ll be targeted by Quaritch and the humans, so he and his family decide that they 
can no longer live in their ancestral home. They bid farewell to the tree tribe and go to live with a reef 
tribe. They aren’t exactly welcomed by the new tribe’s leaders (Cliff Curtis and Kate Winslet), but they 
are at least allowed to stay, even though they are all treated like outcasts. Still, it’s only a matter of time 
before they are hunted down by the humans with the help of a captive Spider, Quaritch’s biological 
son. 

The story is strictly secondary in “Avatar: The Way of Water.” The real star is once again the 
breathtaking visuals, this time with an emphasis on sea creatures and underwater plant life, though 
there’s plenty of eye candy on land as well. After years of filmmakers getting complacent with some-
times-shoddy CGI effects, it’s nice to see Cameron bring them back to their full potential. 

The film is sure to win technical Oscars again, and it might be able to play in the big categories as 
well (it’s already nominated for Best Picture—Drama and Best Director at the Golden Globes). The 
script is… fine, with an emphasis on long-term storytelling, i.e. mysteries go unsolved in this movie 
so they can come into play in a sequel down the line. We’re going to be getting several more “Avatar” 
movies in the coming years, and I look forward to seeing if the franchise can redefine the blockbuster 
all over again. 

Grade: A-


